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Laura Mendez 

President 
Kemp Smith LLP�

lmendez@kempsmith.com 
 

Tammy Diaz 
President-Elect 

Volk, Poulos & Coates, LLP* 
tammy@vpclaw.com 

 
Cathy Olivas 

Secretary 
Texas Tech University System 

Office of General Counsel 
cathy.olivas@ttuhsc.edu 

 
Ruby J. Zuniga 

Treasurer  
Kemp Smith LLP�

rolivas@kempsmith.com 
 

Trisha Hadden 
VP Programs 

Kemp Smith LLP�
Trisha.Hadden@kempsmith.com 

 
Michele Mendibur 
Parliamentarian 

Ray, Valdez, McChristian & Jeans, P.C. 
MMendibur@rvmjfirm.com 

 
Rachel M. Paxson  
VP Publications 

Robles, Bracken & Hughes, LLP 
rpaxson@rbch.net 

 
Kim Ramirez 

VP Continuing Education 
Kemp Smith LLP�

Kim.Ramirez@kempsmith.com 
 

Mario Vargas 
VP Membership  
El Paso County 

mario.vargas@ca.epcounty.com 
 

Jessica  Chenausky 
VP Advertising 

Volk, Poulos & Coates, LLP* 
Jessica@vpclaw.com 

 
Renee Casner 

VP Public Relations 
Ray, Valdez, McChristian & Jeans, P.C. 

RCasner@rvmjfirm.com 
 

Clara Buckland, CP 
District 16 Director - Paralegal Division�

Kemp Smith LLP�
cbuckland@kempsmith.com 

 
Mary LaRue, CP 
NALA Liaison�

John M. Dickey & Associates 
mlarue@johnmdickey.com�

�
Perla Michel 

Student Liaison 
EPCC�

perla.michel@yahoo.com 
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Allan M. Goldfarb, a native El Pasoan, is a partner in Kemp Smith's Business 
Department. Mr. Goldfarb’s primary focus is working with and advising owners and 
principals of closely-held corporations, family businesses, and professional 
associations. This includes work on formation and termination of business entities , 
and associations (including corporations, partnerships and proprietorships), purchases 
and sales of businesses, contractual matters, employee benefit plans, and other 
aspects relating to business and personal estate planning. In addition, Mr. Goldfarb 
has extensive experience in probate and estate matters, including tax planning and 
filings with the IRS. He is Board Certified in Estate Planning and Probate Law by the 
Texas Board of Legal Specialization. He is a 1976 graduate of The University of 
Texas School of Law, J.D.  Mr.  

Goldfarb has spoken on estate planning issues to numerous professional and 
lay groups, including the State Bar of Texas, and has authored several papers on 
advanced estate planning techniques and probate matters. Mr. Goldfarb was selected 
for inclusion in Texas Super Lawyers (Estate Planning and Probate) and in The Best 

Lawyers in America (Corporate Law and Trusts and Estates). He serves as Counsel to 
the Jewish Community Foundation of El Paso. Mr. Goldfarb is very active within the 
community and recently served as a member of the University of Texas at El Paso 
Centennial Commission, as past president and Legal Counsel for the Jewish 
Community Foundation of El Paso, and as Co-Chair of the 2006 Jewish Federation of 
El Paso Annual Campaign. Mr. Goldfarb also currently serves as a board member of 
the El Paso Planned Giving Council, as a member of the Paso del Norte Group, on 
the Advisory Committee and as past president of the Rio Grande Cancer Foundation, 
as a board member of the El Paso Holocaust Museum, Congregation B’nai Zion and 
as a Donor Member of Temple Mt. Sinai. 
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Allan M. Goldfarb�
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Submitted by:  Lynda Camacho, CP, Treasurer 

�

 
DECEMBER, 2008 
GENERAL ACCOUNT 
 
 Cash in Bank      $      $873.99 
 
 Deposits 

December Attorney/Paralegal Luncheon   $     2,811.00 
 2009 Membership 
  6 Active      $          75.00 
  5 Students     $        240.00 
 
     TOTAL DEPOSITS $     3,126.00 
 
 Expenses 
 
  El Paso Club Attorney/Paralegal Luncheon  $      2,855.00 
  Attorney/Paralegal Luncheon Expenses 
   Tickets     $             5.40 
   Decoration Bags    $           26.64 
  Postage (reimbursement to L. Mendez – Vendor 
         letters)    $           16.80 
  Attorney Awards (reimbursement to T. Diaz)  $         110.34 
  Monthly Website Fee    $             6.95 
 
     TOTAL EXPENSES $      3,021.13 
 
   Cash in Bank   $   978.86 
   Petty Cash  $     60.00 
 
    TOTAL CASH ON HAND  $     1,038.86 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
JANUARY, 2009 
GENERAL ACCOUNT 
 
 Cash in Bank      $      $978.86 
 
 Deposits 

January Meeting/Luncheon    $        451.50 
 
     TOTAL DEPOSITS $        451.50 
 
 Expenses 
 
  El Paso Club (speaker/guest)   $         488.00 
  Monthly Website Fee    $             6.95 
 
     TOTAL EXPENSES $         494.95 
 
   Cash in Bank    $   935.41 
   Petty Cash   $     60.00 
 
 
    TOTAL CASH ON HAND  $        995.41 

 

EL PASO PARALEGAL ASSOCIATION 
TREASURER’S REPORT  

DECEMBER 2008 AND JANUARY 2009 

�



�

�

��� ��� ���������

�

�

�
�

 %����������%���%�����$�������

������%�����������������-�.�����(���/�
!!��
�
� � �

�

� �

�

�

�

�

�

�

�
�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�
�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

)�,����������
��0�$�����(�
 

Submitted by:  Louise A. Elorreaga, Secretary 
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Submitted by:  Clara L. Buckland, CP,  District 16 Director & Secretary 
                                       Paralegal Division of the State Bar of Texas 

 

�

                               Brown Bag Lunch Seminars 
                                                       Noon – 1:00 p.m. 

 
                                                     Friday, February 13, 2009 

                                                    Speaker:  Kenneth Krohn, Assistant City Attorney  
                                                     Discovery Objections 

 
                                                      Friday, February 20, 2009 

                                                    Speaker:  Mike McQueen, Kemp Smith LLP 
                                                       Overview of Labor & Employment Law 

 
                                                          Friday, March 13, 2009 

                                                        Speaker:  Sergio Coronado, Attorney at Law 
                                                      The Rules of Criminal Procedure  

                                                 and  
                                                     how criminal matters sometimes affect                            

                                                        (evidence) in civil proceedings, and vice versa. 
                                                                   [note this one is still in the works in terms of topic, but this 

                                                            is what we hope for so that we can get MCLE credit] 

 
We will be applying for 1 hour of MCLE on Civil Trial Law and Personal Injury from TBLS, as well as 

1 hour of CLE from NALA for the above seminars.�

�
The seminars are free, and will be held in the Classroom on the 7th floor of the Wells Fargo 

Bank Building, 221 N. Kansas.�
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Submitted by:  Mary LaRue, CP,  NALA Liaison 
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The National Association of Legal Assistants, Inc., is a 
member-driven association. It is only as strong as its members 
and only as active as these members are involved in their 
profession and professional association. Individual members 
join NALA for a variety of reasons. Primary among these 
reasons is the opportunity for involvement in a number of 
activities that speak to their individual concerns as a 
professional. These activities include NALA's efforts in the 
following areas: 

*Recognition of the legal assistant profession     

*Identification of those within the profession  

*Establishment of professional standards                

*Research of the growth and development of the                     

profession through bi-annual surveys                 

*Involvement in professional issues including tracking state 

legislative activities and becoming involved in cases  

affecting the legal assistant career field                                       

*Access to cutting-edge CLE programs designed specifically 

for paralegals  

In addition to NALA's involvement in professional issues, 
membership in the association provides many tangible benefits 
including:�

 Access to NALA NET, the profession's only on-line 
networking service for accurate and up to date 
reporting of case law, legislative activities, and bar 
association activities (For an example of the 
information on NALA NET, visit the News & 
Information page.). NALA NET also offers a 
membership bulletin board and electronic mail to 
enhance member communications. 
   

 Subscription to FACTS & FINDINGS, NALA's 
quarterly journal featuring how-to educational 
articles for legal assistants. 
   

 Annual Career Chronicle, serving as the profession's 
annual report, this "year-in-review" publication 
highlights significant developments and research 
findings affecting the legal assistant career field. 
   

 Participation in specially designed continuing 
education programs at reduced rates, including on-
line seminars at NALA Campus. 

���
 Participation in NALA Annual Membership Forum 

and Annual Membership Meeting at no cost.  

NALA prospers because of the involvement of its membership 
and contributions of its volunteers. 

   

�

Filing date for next 

exam is:  

 

May 15, 2009 

May 30
th

   
(late application fee) 

 

Exam date:   

July 24-25 2009  
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Benefits of membership in the El Paso 

Paralegal Association include: 
GGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGG 
• Receipt of the monthly issue of The Writ 

• Free Accredited CLE at monthly meetings 

• Continuing Legal Education seminars on various 
topics 

• Mentor program 

• CLA Study Group 

• Job Bank 

• Motivation 

• Networking with other paralegals in El Paso 

• Professional growth through participation 

• Survey 

• Communication and promotion of professional 
conduct and responsibility 

• Continued individual and professional growth as 
paralegal 

• Fulfillment that is received from being involved in the 
direction of the paralegal profession 

• Web site:  www.elppa.org 

GGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGG�
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Need a new job?  
The EPPA Job Bank currently has several job 
opporturnities. Please contact Tammy Diaz for 
details!  760-5151 or  tammy@vpclaw.com 
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Room Rates:  $179 Single or Double, $20 for an additional person, plus applicable state and local taxes 
(about $13%). Dates for discounted rate are July 5-11, subject to availability at time of the reservation. 
Reserve a room by calling 1-800-westin-1 or 619-239-2200;. 
 
Cut off Date: for room reservations is June 5, 2009. Reservations made after June 5, 2009 are subject the 
hotel's prevailing rate. A deposit equal to one night's room and lodging is required. There is an early 
departure fee if a guest checks out earlier than the reservation states. Guests are advised to double check 
length of stay when checking in.  

For information about San Diego, please visit the web site of the San Diego Convention and Visitors 

Bureau.  Details about the educational program will appear here as they become available. 

2009 Annual Convention Educational sessions are  

slated to  include: 
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Educational Tracks: 
Entertainment/Sports/Branding 
Family Law                                    
Hot Topics: 
    Maritime/Admiralty 
    Energy/Environmental  
    Immigration  

Essential Skills: a condensed version of the CLA/CP Short Course 
for persons preparing for the CP Exam, and those teaching review 
programs for their associations. 
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Tracks sessions are different each day, 
all related to the general subject 
matter. 
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 Congratulations! 
2009 El Paso Paralegal Association Board 
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