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By Tammy  Diaz 
Message  from  the  President  

I would  like to  take  this opportunity  to  speak  about  Paralegals  in the  Military.  
 
A Paralegal  Specialist  is an  integral  part  of  the  Army’s  legal  system. They assist 
judges,  Army  lawyers  and  unit  commanders  with  legal  matters  and  judicial  work.  
The Paralegal  Specialist  provides  legal  and  administrative  support  in such  diverse  
areas  as criminal  law,  family  law,  international  law,  contract  law,  and  fiscal  law.  
Paralegals  are  also involved  in defense  and  judicial  legal  services  as well  as 
operational  and  foreign  law.  
 
Some of  the  duties  as a  Paralegal  Specia list may  include:  

 
•  Provide  preliminary  paralegal  and  administrative  support  to  unit  

commanders  and  staff  and  coordinates  paralegal  actions  with  the  
supervising  Office  of  the  Staff Judge  Advocate;   

•  Prepare  and  process  legal  documents  in support  of  court s-martial,  non -
judicial  punishment,  and  other  military  justice  matters;   

•  Prepare  line of  duty  determinations,  separation  board  proceedings,  and  
other  administrative  law  matters;   

•  Provide  Paralegal  assistance  services in the  family  law  arena  including  
powers  of  attorney,  wills, and  separation  decrees;  and  

•  Prepare  claims  and  conduct  investigations.  
 
Advanced  level  Paralegal  Specialist  provides  guidance,  supervises and  trains 
other  soldiers within  the  same  discipline.  As an  advanced  level  Paralegal  
Speci alist, they  may  be  involved  in: 

 

•  Supervision of  the  operation  of  a section  in a  command  or installation  
paralegal  office;   

•  Provide  technical  guidance  to  subordinates;   

•  Maintaining  law/administrative  library  and  section  files and  records;  and   

•  Monit oring  and  reviewing  actions  to  ensure  accuracy  and  timely  dispatch  
or disposition.   

  
I would  like to  welcome  our  Military  Paralegal  Members  to  EPPA. Thank you  for 
your  support  and  thank  you  for your  dedication  to  your  job  as a Paralegal  and  
keeping  this Country  safe!    
 

HAPPY FLAG DAY – JUNE 14TH!!! 
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2010 EPPA Officers  

Thursday / June 17, 2010 
 

El Paso Club  
12:00 – 1:00 p.m.  

(Optional  Buffet:  $15 /  Salad  Bar: ($10.50) 

Monthly  Meeting  Reminder:  

Mr. Andritsos graduated in 1984 from Cathedral High School, attended the 
University of Texas at El Paso and received his B.B.A. in 1989, and received 
his J.D. in 1993 from Texas Tech University School of Law.  He was admitted 
to practice in the State of Texas in 1993.  His professional experience includes 
working as an Associate at the Law Office of David Duran from 1993 to 1995, 
and as a Sole Proprietor ever since. He belongs to the following organizations:  
State Bar of Texas, El Paso Bar Association, Federal Bar Association, 
American Board of Trial Advocates, Texas Bar Foundation Fellow, El Paso Bar 
Foundation Fellow, West Texas Employment Lawyers, El Paso County Trial 
Lawyers Association, Texas Trial Lawyers Association, and the Mexican 
American Bar Association.  He has been published in several law related 
publications and presented at many speaking engagements.  He has received 
the honor of being named Texas Super Lawyer - Employment Law in 2004, 
2005, 2006, 2007, 2008, 2009, and 2010.  He has graciously served as the 
2009 President of El Paso ABOTA, the 2006 State Bar of Texas Grievance 
Committee Chair, and on the 2004 City of El Paso Ethics Review Commission. 

 

George P. Andritsos  
"Making yourself marketable in the 

employment law practice." 
3116 Montana 

El Paso, TX 79903 
Telephone:  (915) 566-9995 
Facsimile:  (915) 566-9996 

george@andritsos.com 
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"Please remember to RSVP your attendance to our meetings each 
month to me via email at pdieter@kempsmith.com.  It is important 
that we have as accurate a head count as possible in order for the El 
Paso Club to plan appropriately for our group.  We had a wonderful 
attendance at the May meeting (51), but I only had 38 reservations to 
report the morning prior to our meeting.  Please keep attending our 
meetings, but let me know you are coming.  Thank you."  
 
 

Treasurer’s  Report   
Submitted by:  Peggy  L. Dieter,  Treasurer  

 

 
General Account 

Cash in bank (05/01/2010) $2,858.08 
Deposits  

05/25 (May Mystery gift, Dos Lunas and cookie sales) 174.00 
05/25 (May Luncheon)       735.50 
TOTAL  DEPOSITS $   909.50 

 
Expenses 

05/20 El Paso Club (May Luncheon) $    732.31 
Reimburse Tammy Diaz (Gary McNeil Gift)         29.97 
Reimburse Jessica Chenausky (Invitations 
 And membership certificates)        16.36 
TOTAL  EXPENSES $    778.64 

 
Cash in bank (05/28/2010) $2,988.94 
Petty cash on hand        60.00 
TOTAL  CASH (05/28/2010) $3,048.94 

 
 

Submitted by Peggy Dieter, Treasurer 
 

 
EL PASO PARALEGAL  ASSOCIATION 

TREASURER’S  REPORT  
May 2010 
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Report  from  the  Secretary  
Submitted by:  Isela De Anda,  Secretary  

The General  Meeting  of  the  El Paso Paralegal  Association  (the  “Association”)  was  duly  called  and  convened  at  12:00
p.m.  on  the  20th day  of  May,  2010, at  the  El Paso Club.    
 
Welcoming  of Guests and  Board  Members    
President  Tammy  Diaz presided  over  the  meeting,  welcomed  new  visitors and  members  to  the  general  meeting.   
 
Motion  Number  1:  President  Tammy Diaz asked  for a motion  to  approve  the  General  Meeting  Minutes  of  April  15, 2010.
A motion  was  made  and  seconded.   The motion  carried  and  the  General  Meeting  Minutes  were  approved.  
 
President,  Tammy  Diaz Announcements   
President  Tammy  Diaz wished  all  Ma y birthdays  a  happy  birthday.   She also announced  that  Rachel  Magdaleno  had
brought  in a  mystery  gift  and  a  home -baked  cake,  which  is being  sold at  the  Treasurer’s  table  for $1.00 a  piece  and  all
proceeds  will be  going  to  The Reynolds  House charity.  President  Diaz also announced  that  Express Records  donated
two  PF Changs  gift  certificates  and  Dos Lunas donated  a  prize for today’s  raffle.    
 
President -Elect/VP  of Membership,  Jessica  Chenausky  New  Member  Packets  
Jessica Chenausky  handed  out  member  packets  to  new  active  members  and  new  student  members.   She asked  those
that  did  not  pick  up  their  packets  to  make  arrangements  with  her after  the  meeting  or via  e-mail.  
  
VP of Publications/Nala  Liaison, Rachel  Magdaleno  Certificate  and  Gift  Presentation   
Rachel  Paxson presented  Judge  Robert  Dinsmoor  who  spoke  on  HIPPA Regulations.   After  Mr. Dinsmoor  concluded  his
speech  Rachel  presented  him  a  Certificate  of  Appreciation  for taking  time  out  of  his busy  schedule  to  speak  to  the
paralegals.  
 
Raffle Winners 
Mr. Rasberry won  the  Mystery  gift  door  prize, Clara  Buckland  and  Cynthia  Zamora  each  won  a  PF Changs  gift
certificate,  and  Louise Elorreaga  won  the  Dos Luna’s  grand  prize.   All proceeds  from  the  raffles  will go  to  The Reynolds
House charity.  
 
Parliamentarian/District  16 Director  – Paralegal  Division,  Clara  Buckland   
Clara  Buckland  announced  that  the  Paralegal  Division will host  the  TAPS Seminar,  September  29th, 2010 through
October  1st, 2010, in Austin, TX.  Any  member  is eligible  to  apply  for a  scholarship  to  attend  the  seminar.   Clara  also
announced  that  her term  as District  16 Director  will come  to  an  end  in June.   She served  two  terms as District  16 Director
and  congratulated  Linda  Gonzales  who  will become  our  new  Director.  
 
VP of Publications/Nala  Liaison, Rachel  Magdaleno  – Next  Month’s  Luncheon  
Rachel  Magdaleno  announced  that  next  month’s  speaker  will be  George  Andritsos  who  will speak  on  Employment
Law. 
 
President,  Tammy  Diaz Final Announcements  
Tammy  Diaz thanked  all  new  visitors and  members  for attending  the  meeting.  
 
There being  no  further  business, the  meeting  adjourned.  
 

El Paso Paralegal  Association  
General  Meeting  Minutes  
May  20, 2010 
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COME ONE – COME ALL 
 

To the Monthly General Meeting of the 
El Paso Paralegal Association. 

 
•  Not only do you have the opportunity to hear a 

fantastic speaker enlighten you on important and 
relevant topics, but you also get CLE and lunch. 

 
•  It’s also a great chance to network and get to know 

other members of the legal profession in the area. 
 
•  There is always an opportunity to participate in the 

mystery gift and door prize drawings and 
 
•  There will be treats available for your culinary 

enjoyment with all proceeds going to support The 
Reynolds House. 

 
So don’t delay.  Call or email your R.S.V.P. now! 
 
Looking forward to seeing you there. 
 
 

The  submission  DEADLINE  
for  items  to  be  included  in  The  Writ  

is  the  last  Thurdsay  of  the  month  
before  the  requested  month  of  publication.  
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Report  from  NALA (The National  Association  of Legal  Assistants)  
                                 

Submitted by:   Rachel  Magdaleno,  Board  Certified  Paralegal,  Personal  Injury  Trial  Law,  
Texas Board  of  Legal  Specialization,   NALA Liaison  

Benefits of Certification: 
Professional  certification  is a voluntary  process,  and  a 
staple  of  all  professions,  paral egals  included.   
 
Professionals  use  certification  programs  to  further  their  
career  goals  and  continue  to  grow  in  the  work  place.   
 
NALA's  Certified  Paralegal  program  has  been  meeting  
needs  of  paralegals  and  employers  for  over  30  years.  
Learn  more  about  thi s and  the  Advanced  Paralegal  
Certification  program.  Also,  if  you  are  already  certified,  
this  is your  area  for  information  related  to  your  credential.    
 
See below  for  deadlines  and  courses  to  help  you.  
 
 
 

Upcoming  Deadlines  &  Courses  
July  

23 - 24  CP Exam  
 

 

 

   

 
 

Exam date:   
July 23-24, 2010  
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Benefits of membership in the El Paso 
Paralegal Association include: 

_______________________________________ 
¶ Receipt of the monthly issue of The Writ 
¶ Free Accredited CLE at monthly meetings 
¶ Continuing Legal Education seminars on various 

topics 
¶ Mentor program 
¶ CLA Study Group 
¶ Job Bank 
¶ Motivation 
¶ Networking with other paralegals in El Paso 
¶ Professional growth through participation 
¶ Survey 
¶ Communication and promotion of professional 

conduct and responsibility 
¶ Continued individual and professional growth as 

paralegal 
¶ Fulfillment that is received from being involved in the 

direction of the paralegal profession 
¶ Web site:  www.elppa.org 
_______________________________________ 

 

 

 

ACTIVE MEMBERS: 
 

Laura  Aguilar,  CPS 
Heidi  Beginski 

Clara  L. Buckland,  CP 
Linda  Camacho,  CP 

Manny  Caro  
Renee  Casner  

Jessica  Chenausky  
Bonnie  Concha  

Donna  Crafton,  CP 
Isela DeAnda  
Tammy  Diaz 

Peggy  Dieter,  CP 
Louise Elorreaga  

Silvia Garcia  
Lorie Z. Gardea  

Linda  M. Gonzales,  CP 
Tamara  L. Greaves  

Trisha Hadden  
Gloria  L. Jaso  
Gayle  Jones  

Mary  La Rue, CP 
Clara  Limon  

Rebecca  Lopez  
Rachel  M.  Magdalen o 

Elisa Martinez  
Delia  S. Moreira  

Johnna  Moss, CPS 
Valerie  S. Oliva s 
Norma  Palacio  
Kim Ramirez, CP 

Bernadette  Ramos  
Marcy  Rincon  
Priscilla Roldan  
Margie  Ugarte  
Darrell  Wade  

Cynthia  Zamora  
 

STUDENTS MEMBERS 
 

Jo Ellen Braymen  
Victoria  Dorman  

Marie  Flores 
Rita Hemway  

Darren  Johnson  
Tani Lumague  

 
SUSTAINING MEMBERS 

 
Altep,  Inc.  

Express Records  
Jones  Court  Reporting  

Keith & Miller  
Reporters  Ink 

 

Remember : 
 
Membership  dues  for  
2010 are  now  PAST due.  

Need a new job?  
The EPPA Job Bank currently has several job 
opporturnities. Please contact Tammy Diaz for 
details!  760-5151 or  tammy@vpclaw.com 
 

 

 
~ Burnett  Staffing  Specialists have  immediate  openings  
for  Legal  Secretaries  and  Paralegals.   Temporary  and  
Full-Time/Permanent  positions  available.   Call  779-3770 
for  mor e information  and  tell  Melanie  you  saw this 
notice  in EPPA’s  The Writ. 


