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Message from the President by Jessica Chenausky            
 

 The holiday season is officially up and running!!  No need to panic, but did you know you have  

24 days till Christmas!?  I found an interesting site that gives us a peek into what other countries do to  

celebrate the season.  Here are a few I found interesting (direct from site http://www.msichicago.org): 

 

Where: Austria 

Traditional Christmas Greeting:  "Froehliche Weinachten" 

Advent wreaths, circles of fir or spruce that feature four red candles, are hung from the ceiling and lit progressively on the four 

Sundays before Christmas. Nativity scenes, curiously lacking the baby Jesus until Christmas Eve, are also traditional for 

Austrian families as Christmas approaches. 

 

Santa Claus does not visit Austria each year, though three other holiday figures, Krampus, Saint Nicholas, and the Kristkindl, do 

on their own special days. 

 

"Silent Night"  was created in Austria in 1818 in the small Austrian village of Oberndorf by pastor Joseph Mohr and organist 

Franz Gruber. Gruber and Mohr discovered that mice damaged part of the organ used for Christmas hymns just hours before the 

Christmas Eve service. Gruber wrote a simple melody for the guitar, and he and Mohr were inspired by the tranquility of the 

evening and a young mother in the back of the church to add the words "Silent night, holy night. All is calm, all is bright. Round 

young virgin mother and child, holy infant so tender and mild. Sleep in heavenly peace." Today, Silent night is sung in almost 

every language. In Austria, it is not heard on the radio until Christmas, when the peaceful melody is repeated every hour. 

 

Where: Germany 

Traditional Christmas Greeting: also "Froehiliche Weihnachten" 

Germany was the first country to use glass ornaments as decorations. These ornaments are usually made by local families and 

sold in winter markets. These markets are held at the begging of the advent season. These markets features hundreds of booths 

that sell Christmas decorations, candy and gingerbread. 

 

 

The tradition of the Christmas tree began in Germany. During the Middle Ages, Miracle plays were put on to teach the peasants 

the stories of the bible. A decorated evergreen tree representing the tree of life (Paradise Baum) was present on the stage. The 

Christmas tree represents that tree of life. Tradition states that when St. Boniface was preaching among the German tribes, he cut 

down an Oak tree that was sacred to the Germans. As the tree fell it crushed all the other trees around it except a firtree. This fir, 

Boniface declared, was the tree of Christ and that is why it is associated with Christmas. 

 

The first Christmas trees were undecorated. According to tradition, on a cold, clear winter's night, Martin Luther was walking in 

the woods when he noticed the twinkling stars among the evergreens. He was so taken by the beauty of what he had seen that, 

when he returned home, he tied candles on the Christmas tree to show his family. Thus, the tradition of the Christbaum or 

Christ's tree was born. 

 

http://www.msichicago.org/
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The Christmas pickle:  The last ornament that is put on the tree is a glass pickle. This ornament is hidden in the tree. On Christmas 

morning, the first child who finds the pickle ornament receives an extra present. 

 

Where: Russia 

Christmas trees (Yolka) were banned by the Communist regime and were replaced by "New Year's" trees. Yolka comes from 

the word, which refers to a fir tree. Peter the Great, after he visited Europe during the 1700's, introduced the custom of decorating 

Christmas trees. Legend is that the 11th-century Prince Vladimir traveled to Constantinople to be baptized, and returned with 

stories of miracles performed by St. Nicholas of Myra. Since then the feast of St. Nicholas (December 6th) is observed. 

 

Most Christian Russians belong to the Eastern Orthodox Church, and it is customary to fast until after the first church service on 

January 6, Christmas Eve 

 

On Christmas Eve a traditional meal called: "The Holy Supper" is served. Dinner begins when the first evening star in appears in 

the sky. The family gathers around the table to Honor the coming Christ Child. A white tablecloth, symbolic of Christ's Swaddling 

clothes covers the Table. Hay is brought forth as a reminder of the poverty of the cave where Jesus was born. A tall white candle is 

placed in the center of the table, symbolic of Christ "the Light of the World." A large round loaf of Lenten bread (pagach)," 

symbolic of Christ the Bread of Life, is placed next to the candle. 

 

The legend of Grandfather Frost (D'yed Moroz), the Russian equivalent of Santa Claus, arose in the major cities. It was said that 

Grandfather Frost lived deep in the woods of Russia and came to town in a sleigh. Grandfather Frost had a reputation for bringing 

gifts to good children and forgetting those who were naughty. He could be both jolly and cold hearted. During the Christmas 

season, he would roam the streets, handing out toys to well-behaved children-and overlooking those who behaved badly. 

 

Grandfather Frost dressed in red robes trimmed in white fur, his beard was snow-white and bushy, and long. Sometimes his outfit 

made him more like a wizard than the Santa Claus known in Europe put gifts under the Christmas tree did. However, he did not 

come down the chimney (the houses in Russian cities had no fireplaces). He did make house calls-delivering toys and gifts door-

to-door. Some children opened their gifts on Christmas Eve, but others were told that Grandfather Frost wouldn't come until they 

were fast asleep, and they would find their gifts under the tree on Christmas morning. 

 

Other holidays celebrated during this wonderful time include, The Chinese New Year,  

Hanukkah and Ramadan; just to name a few. 

 

No matter how you plan on celebrating your holidays, I hope you and your  

family have a great time and be safe! 

 

ï Jessica, EPPA President 
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2011 ATTORNEY/PARALEGAL LUNCEON ATTORNEY AWARDS NOMINIATIONS  
 

  

Most Sufficient:   Jorge C. Herrera   Oscar Ornelas 

     Scott Mann    Sean White 

     Jorge P. Lopez Molinar  

 

 

Most Generous:   Jorge C. Herrera   Mitch Moss 

     David McClure    Gerry Howard 

     Milton Colia    Jorge P. Lopez Molinar 

     Richard Bonner 

 

 

Best Manners:    Jorge C. Herrera   Jeffrey Brown 

     Pat Bramblett    Alan Goldfarb 

     Jorge P. Lopez Molinar    Eric Britton 

 

 

Best Sense of Humor/Funniest:   Jorge C. Herrera   Glen Davis 

     Leticia Nunez    Mike McQueen 

     Sean White    Jorge P. Lopez Molinar  

 

 

Most Talented:   Jorge C. Herrera   Richard Munzinger 

     David McClure    Jorge P. Lopez Molinar  

 

 

Most Likely to Win an Oscar:   Jorge C. Herrera   Casey Stevenson 

     Victor F. Poulos   Larry Schwartz 

     Kenneth Krohn    Jorge P. Lopez Molinar  

 

 

Best Penmanship:   Jorge C. Herrera   Milton Colia 

     Jorge P. Lopez Molinar  

 

 

Most Organized:   Jorge C. Herrera   Federico Vielledent 

     C.B. Burns    Milton Colia 

     Jorge P. Lopez Molinar    J.L. Jay 
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Treasurerôs Report submitted by Peggy L. Dieter, Treasurer 

 

EL PASO PARALEGAL ASSOCIATION  

TREASURERôS REPORT 
NOVEMBER 2011 

General Account 
Cash in bank (11/01/2011) $13,494.40 

Deposits  
11/10 (Golf Tournament, Ropes, Mulligans,Raffles) $   725.00 
11/10 (Golf Tournament, Donation)        50.00 
11/10 (Golf Tournament, Players)   1,675.00 
11/10 (Golf Tournament, Redeposit Cash for Change)      150.00 
11/10 (Student Membership)        15.00 
11/10 (October Luncheon)        16.00 
11/21 (November Luncheon)      478.70 
11/21(Raffle/Goodies)        28.00 
11/21 (Attorney/Paralegal Luncheon)        25.00 
TOTAL  DEPOSITS $3,162.70 

Expenses 
10/25 (Jessica Chenausky, Reimburse Raffle/Door Prizes 
             for Golf Tournament)   $   318.64 
10/25 (Tammy Diaz, Reimburse Goodies for bags for 
            Golf Tournament)                21.64 
10/25 (Tammy Diaz, Reimburse TX Paralegal Day)                27.16 
10/26 (Gabriel Lujan, Tshirt printing for Tournament)       300.00 
11/01 (Tammy Diaz, Reimburse Beer for Tournament)            226.13 
11/01 (Gabriel Lujan, Balance Tshirts for Tournament)            200.00 
11/03 (Cash for Change for Tournament)            150.00 
11/04 (Fuddruckers, Meals for Golfers)            519.60 
11/04 (Underwood Golf Complex 40 Golfers, Carts, etc)      1,823.00 
11/07 (Fairway Sponsors, tee signs, easel board sign)            358.80 
11/07 (Tammy Diaz, Reimburse ice ,table cloths ,water)            122.34 
11/07 (NALA 2011-2012 Affiliation Fees)            225.00 
11/10 (Veronica Concha ,Reimburse ice for Tournament)         4.31 
11/17 (Mary LaRue, Reimburse invitations for  
            Attorney/Paralegal Luncheon)                57.73 
11/21 (El Paso Club, November Luncheon)            435.46 
TOTAL EXPENSES   $4,789.81 

Cash in bank (11/23/2011) $11,867.29 
Petty cash on hand          60.00 
TOTAL CASH (11/23/2011) $11,927.29 

Submitted by Peggy L. Dieter, CP, TBLS, Treasurer 
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2012 EL PASO PARALEGAL ASSOCIATION  

PROPOSED BUDGET 

REGULAR ACCOUNT  
 

Estimated Income:   

 Membership Dues 
50 Active @ $40.00 = $2,000.00 
15 Students @ $15.00 = $225.00 

6 Sustaining @ $60.00 = $360.00 

$2,585.00  

 The Writ Advertising      300.00  

 Seminars/Workshops   1,410.00  

 Golf Tournament (18 Teams @ $300/Team)   5,400.00  

 Attorney/Paralegal Luncheon   2,600.00  

 TOTAL ESTIMATED INCOME   $12,295.00 

    

Estimated Expenses:   

 Programs (cost of certificates, gifts and speaker lunches) $   250.00  

 Membership (brochures and office drives)      350.00  

 NALA Dues (due in October)      325.00  

 El Paso Bar Dues (President) (due in Spring)        30.00  

 Conventions: 

 NALA  

 TAPA 

 

  1,000.00 

     800.00 

 

 Seminars/Workshops      200.00  

 Contributions: 

 El Paso Community College (Books) 

 Board Approved Charity 

 

     330.00 

     200.00 

 

 Website Maintenance: 

 Miguel Martinez ($200 due in June 2012) 

 Tiger Technologies (domain @ 19.95/year) (due in Dec 2013) 

 

     200.00 

         0.00 

 

 Attorney/Paralegal Luncheon   2,600.00  

 Decorations, speaker fees, raffles for Attorney/Paralegal Luncheon      500.00  

 P.O. Box Fee (due in March)        60.00  

 Texas Paralegal Day (October)      200.00  

 Student Shadow/Luncheon      100.00  

 El Paso Community College Scholarship   1,000.00  

 Golf Tournament   4,000.00  

 Board Exchange Meeting (Refreshments/Supplies)      150.00  

 TOTAL ESTIMATED EXPENSES   $12,295.00 
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EL PASO PARALEGAL ASSOCIATION  

STATE OF TEXAS 

 
GENERAL MEETING  

MINUTES  

NOVEMBER 17, 2011 

 

The General Meeting of the El Paso Paralegal Association (the ñAssociationò) was duly called and convened at 12:13 

p.m. on Thursday, November 17, 2011, at the El Paso Club, located at the top of the Chase Building Downtown, 201 E. Main Dr., 

Ste 18, El Paso, Texas 79901. Vice-President Mary La Rue presided over the meeting in President Jessica Chenauskyôs absence.   

A Quorum was met on this date in order to conduct substantive business.     

                                                                          

Vice-President, Mary La Rue ï Welcoming of Guests and Association Members 

Vice-President Mary La Rue called the meeting to order, welcomed new visitors, students, and members to the general meeting.   

 

Vice-President, Mary La Rue ï Announcements 

Mary announced that there were copies of important forms on each table for everyone to take to include the 2011 

Attorney/Paralegal Luncheon Attorney Awards Nomination Forms and flyers regarding EPPAôs Annual Attorney-Paralegal 

Christmas Luncheon which will be held on December 15, 2011 at the El Paso Club at noon.  Seating begins at 11:30 a.m.  Tickets 

are $25 per person and are now on sale.  You may contact Mary La Rue at 545-4900, ext 118 or larue@windlehood.com    

 

VP of Programs, Paula Hoover - Introduction of this Monthôs Speaker and Certificate  

Presentation  

Paula Hoover introduced Honorable Linda Y. Chew who presented and spoke on the "Role of the Paralegal during Voir Dire." 

After the presentation, Paula presented Judge Linda Y. Chew a certificate of appreciation for taking time out of her busy schedule, 

to speak to the paralegals.  Judge Chew was unable to stay for the entire meeting because she was presiding over a jury trial. 

 

Motion Number 1:  Vice-President Mary La Rue asked for a Motion to approve the General Meeting Minutes of October 20, 

2011.  A motion was made and seconded.  The motion carried and the General Meeting Minutes were approved. 

 

Richard Dryden, Authorized Process Server, introduced himself and offered his services as a Process Server for Texas and 

New Mexico.  Mr. Dryden also performs private investigations. 

 

Raffle Winners 
There was a mystery door prize donated by Tammy Diaz, won by JoEllen.  Susan Ryder won the grand prize donated by Judge 

Linda Y. Chew.  There was an additional door prize won by Norma Ayoub which was donated by Richard Dryden, Authorized 

Process Server.  All proceeds from the raffle will benefit the 2011 charity.   

 

Vice-President Mary La Rue ï Final Announcements 

Vice-President Mary La Rue asked the members to consider serving on the EPPA 2012 board.    Mary also mentioned that the El 

Paso Club needs a head count as soon as possible for the Christmas Luncheon on December 15, 2011.  Mary La Rue thanked 

everyone for attending. 

 

There being no further business, the meeting adjourned. 

 

Secretaryôs Report submitted by Tammy Diaz and Bonnie Concha 
 

mailto:larue@windlehood.com
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Report from NALA (National Association of Legal Assistants), submitted by Kim Ramirez, NALA 

Liaison  
 

Benefits of Certification: 
 
Professional certification is a voluntary process, and 

a staple of all professions, paralegals included. 

 

Professionals use certification programs to further 

their career goals and continue to grow in the work 

place. 

 

NALAôs Certified Paralegal program has been 

meeting needs of paralegals and employers for over 

30 years.  Learn more about this and the Advanced 

Paralegal Certification program.  Also, if you are 

already certified, this is your area for information 

related to your credential. 

 

Do you work with paralegals who are NOT 

members of NALA??? NALA Announces Special 

Membership Program! NALA is offering a 

discount off NALA membership dues to 

corporations and firms with over 5 NALA members. 

Good Companies know that employees are their 

most valuable assets, and a significant number of 

companies know that investing in employees who 

are NALA members is good for their balance sheets. 

Employers have seen the wisdom of investing in 

paralegals who show the good judgment and 

initiative to invest In their own professional 

development. To support this effort, NALA offers a 

10% discount off membership dues to employers 

with at least 5 members; 20% discount to employers 

with 6-10 members; and 25% discount for those 

with 11 plus more members. An additional 2% is 

available to government and non-profit (501-c-3) 

employers. Details may be found on the web, under 

ñAbout NALA & Join.ò  
 

 Florida Case Supports Paralegal Fee 

Awards as Attorney Fees  

New Case on paralegal fees from the District Court 

of Appeal of Florida, First District  

See: State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance 

Company v. Edge Family Chiropractic, No. 1D10-

0565, June 25, 2010 

This case again discusses the question of the 

reimbursement of paralegal fees in attorney fee 

awards. The petitioner sought review of a circuit 

court order affirming three county court orders 

awarding a total of $161,195.25 in attorneyôs fees 

and costs in a personal injury protection case. On 

the matter related to paralegal fees, the petitioner 

stated a lower court erred in applying a 

contingency risk multiplier to the paralegal fees 

included in the award. The court addressed only 

this claim in its opinion and stated this was an 

issue of first impression.  

The courtôs opinion cited cases in the United States 

Supreme Court in which NALA filed an amicus 

brief, Missouri v. Jenkins, and Richlin security 

Service Co. v. Chertoff. In both cases, the US 

Supreme Court held that the term ñattorneys feesò 

include paralegal services and that the paralegal 

fees should be reimbursed at market rates. The 

opinion cites how attorney use of paralegals 

encourages cost-effective delivery of legal services 

and reduces the cost of litigation. 

 

  Submitted by: Kim Ramirez, Certified Paralegal, NALA Liaison 
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Submitted by: Kim Ramirez, Certified Paralegal, NALA Liaison  

Applications may be submitted: 

 
 By mail using the form in this booklet, with documentation 

 

 By FAX (9180 582-6772 using the form in this booklet 

 

 On-line at NALAôs website at www.nala.org 

 

If transmitted electronically, applications must be received on or before the 

deadline date. If transmitted by mail, the envelope must be postmarked on or 

before the deadline date. The deadline dates are as follows: 

 

Testing Window Application Filing  

Deadline 

Late Application Filing Deadline 

(With $25 late filing fee) 

September 1-30 
August 1  August 10 

January 1-31 
December 1 December 10 

May 1-31 
April 1 April 10 

 

                                                                                                               

Applications received after the published date for late filing will not be 

accepted for the upcoming test window, but may be accepted for the next 

available window. 

 

Testing Center Appointments ï Through ACT Web Site 
Upon receipt of the candidate test packet, and notification from ACT, all 

examinees who are attending an ACT testing center are urged to make their 

appointments as quickly as possible. Depending on the center location, space is 

limited and if there is a delay in making the appointment, the exact time or date 

requested may not be available. 
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2011 EL PASO PARALEGAL ASSOCIATION OFFICERS 
 

 

 

President:  

 Jessica  Chenausky 
 Volk, Poulos & Coates, LLP 

 EPPA Member since 2008 

 jessica@vpclaw.com  

Secretary:   

 Bernadette Ramos 

 GECU 

 EPPA Member since 1999 

  Bernadette.ramos@gecu-ep.org 

 

 

President Elect:  

 Mary LaRue 

 Windle Hood, LLP 

 EPPA Member since 1992 

 larue@windlehood.com  
 

Treasurer:   

 Peggy L. Dieter, CP, TBLS 

 Kemp Smith, LLP 

 EPPA Member since 1991 

 pdieter@kempsmith.com  

 

 

VP of Programs:  

 Paula Hoover, RP 
 Kemp Smith, LLP 

 EPPA Member since 2010 

 phoover@eplawyers.com  

NALA Liaison:   

 Kim Ramirez, CP 

 Kemp Smith, LLP 

 EPPA Member since  

 kramirez@kempsmith.com 

 

 

VP of Membership:  

 Bonnie Concha 
 Volk, Poulos & Coates, LLP 

 EPPA Member since 

 bonnie@vpclaw.com  
 

Parliamentarian:  

 Tammy Diaz    

 Volk, Poulos & Coates, LLP 

 EPPA Member since 1991 

  tammy@vpclaw.com  

 

 

VP of Publications & VP of Public Relations:  

 Priscilla Roldan 
 Joe A. Spencer Attorney at Law  

 EPPA Member since 2008 

 priscilla@joespencerlaw.com 
 

District 16 Director- Paralegal Division: 

 Linda Gonzales 

 Ray, Valdez, McChristian & Jeans 

 EPPA Member since 1997 

 lgonzales@rvmjfirm.com 

 

 

VP of Advertising  

 Isela DeAnda 

 EPPA Member since 2009 

 deandaisela@yahoo.com  

 

Student Liaison:  

 JoEllen Braymen 

 EPCC  

 EPPA Member since  
 JBRAYMEN@elp.rr.com  

 

 

VP of Legal Education:  

 Cynthia Zamora, CP 

 EPPA Member since 2009 
 cynthiazamora@hotmail.com  

 

Job Bank:  

 Clara Buckland, CP  

 El Paso Electric Co.  

 EPPA Member since 1991 
 Clara.buckland@epelectric.com 

 

mailto:jessica@vpclaw.com
mailto:larue@windlehood.com
mailto:pdieter@kempsmith.com
mailto:phoover@eplawyers.com
mailto:kramirez@kempsmith.com
mailto:bonnie@vpclaw.com
mailto:tammy@vpclaw.com
mailto:priscilla@joespencerlaw.com
mailto:deandaisela@yahoo.com
mailto:JBRAYMEN@elp.rr.com
mailto:cynthiazamora@hotmail.com
mailto:Clara.buckland@epelectric.com
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El Paso Paralegal Association Members 
Member Employer Area of Law   Student Members College 

Aguilar, Laura  Bickerstaff Heath Corporate   Barraza, Edgar EPCC 

Alderete, Joe Kemp Smith   Braymen, Jo Ellen  EPCC 

Baker, Lara Gordon, Davis & Shane Buss. Tax   Brownlee, Angela  EPCC 

Beginski, Heidi Lovett Law Firm PI  Canzoneri, Cathy  EPCC 

Buckland, Clara El Paso Electric Co.  Labor/Employ.  Dominguez, Margie  EPCC 

Calciano, Deidre R.  Mesilla Valley Transportation  Corp./Employ.  Flores, Marie V.  EPCC 

Calderon, Elsa A. Byron Calderon Atty. PI/Employ. Law   Hamway, Rita  EPCC 

Callahan, Carmen Western Refining Corporate   Hernandez, Veronica EPCC 

Camacho, Lynda Scott Hulse Law Firm Probate/RE   Jurado, Marco A.  EPCC 

Caro, Manny JAG Tort Claims   Rios, Jessica Ann EPCC 

Carter, Lee Volk, Poulos & Coates Med Malpractice  Ryde, Susan  EPCC 

Casner, Renee Ray Valdez Civil Litigation   Santillan, Abigail  EPCC 

Chenauksy, Jessica Volk, Poulos & Coates Med Malpractice   Soltero, Veneranda EPCC 

Concha, Bonnie Volk, Poulos & Coates Med Malpractice   Taylor, Rebakah EPCC 

Crafton, Donna Scott Hulse Law Firm Litigation   Torres, Naomi EPCC 

Daniele, Ashley P.  Kemp Smith  Med. Mal    

DeAnda, Isela    Sustaining Members 

Diaz, Tammy Volk, Poulos & Coates Med Malpractice   Altep 

Dieter, Peggy Kemp Smith Estate/Probate  Bank of the West/Joe Sakely  

Duran, Yvette Scherr & Legate PI/Litigation   Express Records  

Elorreaga, Louise Ray Valdez Litigation   Jones Reporting Services  

Garcia, Silvia The Ehrlich Law Firm Corp./RE  Keith & Miller  

Gardea, Lorie Cox Smith Immigration   Remax (Y. Russel) 

Gonzales, Linda Ray, Valdez Litigation     

Hadden, Trisha Kemp Smith Labor/Employ.    

Hoover, Paula Kemp Smith  Civil Litigation     

Jones, Gayle David McClure Family     

Jones, Jessicah Byron Calderon Atty. PI/Employ. Law    

Juarez, Luz E. JAG Criminal     

LaRue, Mary Windle Hood   Litigation     

Lopez, Becky  EP Water Utilities  Government     

Luna, Arnulfo JAG     

Magdaleno, Rachel Kemp Smith Litigation     

Martinez, Elisa Rosalio Munoz Atty. PI/Criminal     

Matthews, Myla F. Gordon, Davis & Shane Corporate     

McClellan, Diane Dos Lunas Corporate     

Moreira, Delia Kemp Smith Labor/Employ.    

Moss, Johnna Scott Hulse Law Firm Litigation     

Olivas, Valerie  Probate Court #1 Probate     

Perea, Melissa  Scherr & Legate  PI/Civil Litig.     

Porter, Mariann Merton B. Gordman Corp./RE    

Ramirez, Kim Kemp Smith Med. Mal/Litig.    

Ramos, Bernadette GECU     

Roldan, Priscilla  Joe Spencer Atty. at Law  Civil/Criminal     

Soto, Pamela Cox Smith Litigation     

Urgate, Margie   Scherr & Legate  PI/Civil Litig.     

Wade, Darrell JAG     

Zamora, Cynthia      

Zappala, Mark  Cox Smith  Immigration     

Zepeda, Raquel  Dos Lunas      
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Celebrating 30 Years  

1982¹2012 

 
 Next year, we will celebrate the 30th anniversary of the founding of the El Paso Paralegal 

Association.  What a long way our profession has come in 30 years!  

 

 Be a part of making the next thirty years even better.  Please step up to help your  Association by 

volunteering to serve on the Board of Directors of the El Paso Paralegal Association next year.  Please 

contact Mary La Rue at (915) 545-4900 or mlarue@windlehood.com today.    

 

  CALL FOR NOMINATIONS   

POSITION FILLED/OPEN POSSIBLE 

NOMINATIONS 

1. President Mary La Rue, C.P. n/a -- finishing 2-year term 

2. President-Elect   

3.Parliamentarian Heidi Beginski, Board Certified Paralegal, 

Personal Injury Trial Law, Texas Board of 

Legal Specialization 

 

4. Programs Paula Hoover, R.P.  

5. Treasurer Peggy Dieter, C.P., Board Certified 

Paralegal, Estate Planning and Probate law, 

Texas Board of Legal Specialization 

n/a -- finishing 2-year term 

6. Secretary   

7. NALA Liaison  Kim Ramirez, C.P. n/a -- finishing 2-year term 

8. Publications   

9. Advertizing   

10. Legal Education Mariann Porter, C.P.  

11. Membership  last year of two-year term is 

open 

12.  Public Relations Clara Buckland, C.P.  

òDiscover why some of the richest people in the world are not millionaires, they are volunteers.ó 
                                                                                                       Jobail Barcelona 

mailto:mlarue@windlehood.com


 

 

 

 

 

The Writ 14 

 

The Writ                                                                            December 2011 

                 

  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

                                          
 

                         

 

  

Need a New Job?  The EPPA Job Bank currently has several job opportunities.  Please contact Clara 

Buckland for details at clara.buckland@epelectric.com . 
     

 

 

Clara Buckland 12/15 

 

 Mary LaRue 12/15 

 

  Renee Casner 12/21 

 

   Cynthia Zamora 12/23 

  

    Rachel Magdaleno 12/25 

 

     Laura Aguilar 12/27 
 

 

 

mailto:clara.buckland@epelectric.com
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Membership Update  
Benefits of Membership in the El Paso Paralegal Association include:  

V Receipt of the monthly issue of the Writ 

 

V Free Accredited CLE at monthly meetings  

 

V Continuing Legal Education seminars on various topics  

 

V Mentor program  

 

V CLA Study Group  

 

V Job Bank 

 

V Motivation  

 

V Networking with other Paralegals in El Paso  

 

V Professional growth through participations  

 

V Survey  

 

V Communication and promotion of professional conduct and responsibility 

 

V Continued individual and professional growth as a paralegal  

 

V Fulfillment that is received from being involved in the direction of the paralegal profession  

 

V Website: www.elppa.org  
 

Contact Bonnie Concha at bonnie@vpclaw.com to become a member!  

http://www.elppa.org/
mailto:bonnie@vpclaw.com
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Tammyôs Corner  
 

I. BOARD MEMBER:  

  

 As a board member, what you need to know to participate properly in board meetings depends on their size.  If 

there are more than about a dozen board members at a meeting, the same procedures are followed as at other meetings.  

If, however, not more than about a dozen board members are present, a more informal procedure is followed. 

  

 Informal Procedure in Small Boards: 

 

Å Board members do not have to stand or be recognized by the chair in order to speak or make motions. 

Å Motions need not be seconded. 

Å A board member may speak any number of times on a question, and motions to close or limit debate are 

generally not permitted. 

Å A motion does not have to be pending in order to discuss a subject informally. 

Å Votes can be taken initially by a show of hands. 

Å If a proposal is perfectly clear to everyone it may be voted on even though no formal motion has been 

made. 

Å In putting questions to a vote, the chairman need not stand. 

Å The chairman can participate in debate just as any other board member and, subject to the custom in the 

particular board, can also make motions and vote. 

 

 Validity of Board Action: 

 

 In order for the actions of the board to be valid, they must be agreed to by a majority vote at a regular or 

properly called meeting of the board of which every board member has been notified.  A quorum ï a majority of the 

board members in office, if no different number is set by the bylaws ï must be present.  If the bylaws authorize the 

board to do so, however, it may also meet by videoconference or teleconference (including over the Internet) so long 

as all persons participating can hear each other at the same time. 

 

Many nonprofit organizations such as EPPA have written responsibilities and guidelines. Since board members are 

responsible for approving an annual budget, setting up fundraisers, organizing general monthly meetings, attending 

monthly board meetings, etcé being a board member is very important and crucial to the continuing existence of 

EPPA.  I can say with confidence that there are many board members in El Paso who have contributed their time and 

effort to make EPPA a success.  Please consider becoming a board member for EPPA in 2012.   

Merry Christmas!!!  
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Order your EPPA Gear Today! 

 

- Orders will be taken at the end of each month. 

- Only the exact number of shirts and/or caps ordered in advance will be purchased. 

- There is an additional charge for sizes 2XL and up 

- Caps are only available in white and one size fits all. 

- All embroidery will be in black 

 

For more information, please contact Isela De Anda at deandaisela@yahoo.com  

 

 

NAME  _________________________________________________________________ 

 

EMAIL  ____________________________________ PHONE NUMBER ______________ 

 
SHIRT COLOR SELECTION     PRICES 
(color representation is not exact)                                                            (prices include tax) 

 

 

Polo Shirts (XS-XL)   $21.70 

Polo Shirts (2XL) $23.87 

Polo Shirts (3XL)  $26.03 

Polo Shirts (4XL) $28.20 

                    Caps                                   $10.66 

 

POLO SHIRTS 
SIZE COLOR QTY UNIT COST ITEM TOTAL  

     

     

     

 

CAPS 

O/S WHITE  $10.66  

 

                 TOTAL  _____________ 

Send your complete order form and check: 

Payable to EPPA 

ATTN: Isela De Anda, VP of Advertising  

PO Box 6 

El Paso, TX 79940              There will be a $25.00 fee for any returned checks 

mailto:deandaisela@yahoo.com
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ADVERTISEMENT IN THE WRIT FEES:  ( 1 year from date ad is first published on ñThe Writò) 

 

*Website link on the EPPA website included with any ad purchase. 

 

                                    *Business Card:      $30.00 

   *1/4 page   $40.00 

   *1/2 page   $75.00 

   *Full Page   $150.00 

!!ALL DONATIONS ARE GREATLY APPRECIATED!! 
 

COMPANY NAME: 

 

 

Company Website address: 

 

 

Address and e-mail 

 

 

Phone Number: 

 

 

Ad size: 

 

 

Payment Type and amount: 

 

 

May we contact you for 

donations or door prizes: 

 

 

Contact Name: 

 

 

E-Mail sheet to:  deandaisela@yahoo.com  

PAYABLE TO:  El Paso Paralegal Association 
MAIL  CHECK TO:  ATTN: Isela DeAnda   

   PO Box 6 

           El Paso TX 77940  There will be a $25.00 fee for any returned checks
   

mailto:deandaisela@yahoo.com
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Advertisement Corner 
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HARDIE   

MEDIATION.COM 

 

online calendar 
845-6400 

 

 

 

www.hardiemediation.com 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

           
   

  Sandra Lynn Romero  
  Admissions Representative 
 
  601 N. Cotton, Ste. 5 
  El Paso, Texas 79902 
  915-533-8274 (p)  915-533-8280 (f) 
  Sandra@tristatecos.edu   

 

 

mailto:Sandra@tristatecos.edu
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GWENDOLYN PARKER, INC. 
E X C E L L E N C E 

CERTIFIED COURT REPORTERS 
NATIONWIDE SERVICES 

Certified, Experienced, Competent & Professional Court Reporters 

El Paso/New Mexico 

Houston 

Austin/San Antonio 

Dallas/Fort Worth 

Miami 

Los Angeles 

Nationwide 

3827 Travis 

Dallas, TX 75204 

214-747-8007 

1 -877-747-8007 Toll Free 

214-747-8087 Fax 

214-497-1776 Cell 

gwenpark@swbell.net 

Court Reporting Specializations 
 

Expedited Transcripts 

State-of-the-Art Print Quality 

Condensed Transcripts 

Keyword Indexes 

A-S-C-I-I's 

Videographers/Synchronization 

Interpreters 

Real Time 

Subpoenas 

Record Retrieval 

E-Transcript 

Nationwide Services 

Copy Service 

Conference room/video-conferencing 

Document Scanning 

 
Panera bread pastry tray/gift-card/light-up pens with  

notepads/Blue Spa hand cream and chocolates 

 
E-mail or fax is the best way to send deposition notices 

 

Be A Hero To Your Clients 

P
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Let  me help you successfully settle 

your cases  

 

8001-E N. Mesa, #345 
El Paso, Texas 79932 

Telephone: (915) 833-6198 
Fax: (915) 833-7305 
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SAVE THE DATE!  

 
 

2012 TAPA FIESTA  

                                    

 
 

April 13 ð 14, 2012 
El Paso, Texas  

2012 TAPA SEMINAR AND LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE 
 

 

 

 

                    www.elppa.org                                EPPA                        El Paso Paralegal 

                              
 

 

 

Hosted by: El Paso Paralegal Association  

 

ñOut in the west Texas town of El Pasoò 

http://www.elppa.org/
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