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    Message from the President by Jessica Chenausky            
 

 

 

 

 5...4...3...2...1...HAPPY NEW YEAR!!  Can you believe it, 2012 is finally here!  I want to thank all of the volunteers 

and members who made this past year a success and I look forward to passing on the torch to our new 2012 EPPA President.    

  

 

Time for New Beginnings  

By: Taylor Addison, Blue Mountain Arts, 1989 

  

 "This is a time for reflection as well as celebration. 

  

 As you look back on the past year and all that has taken place in your life, 

  

 Remember each experience for the good that has come of it and for the knowledge you have gained. 

  

 Remember the efforts you have made and the goals you have reached. 

  

 Remember the love you have shared and the happiness you have brought. 

  

 Remember the laughter, the joy, the hard work, and the tears. 

  

 And as you reflect on the past year, also be thinking of the new one to come. 

  

 Because most importantly, this is a time of new beginnings and the celebration of life." 

  

Have a great year EPPA!  
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ANNUAL  MEETING  NOTICE  

 

El Paso Paralegal Associationôs Annual Meeting is: 

Noon, January 19, 2012 

at  

the El Paso Club, 201 E. Main, 18
th
 Floor, El Paso, Texas 79901 

Please join us for our Board of Directors Elections and Annual Budget Approval. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

1/1 Margie Urgate 

 

 1/12 Manny Caro  

 

  1/23 Diane McClellan 

 

   1/25Luz E. Juarez 

 

    1/27 Louise Elorreaga 

 

     1/28 Heidi Beginski 
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Celebrating 30 Years 

1982ð2012 
 

 This year we will celebrate the 30th anniversary of the founding of the El Paso  Paralegal Association.  What a long way 

our profession has come in 30 years!  

 

 Be a part of making the next thirty years even better.  Please step up to help your Association by volunteering to serve 

on the Board of Directors of the El Paso Paralegal Association next year.  Please contact Mary La Rue at (915) 545-4900 or 

mlarue@windlehood.com today.    

 

  CALL FOR NOMINATIONS  

 

POSITION FILLED/OPEN  POSSIBLE NOMINATIONS  

1. President Mary La Rue, C.P. n/a -- finishing 2-year term 

2. President-Elect   

3.Parliamentarian Heidi Beginski, Board Certified Paralegal, Personal 

Injury Trial Law, Texas Board of Legal Specialization 

 

4. Programs   

5. Treasurer Peggy Dieter, C.P., Board Certified Paralegal, Estate 

Planning and Probate law, Texas Board of Legal 

Specialization 

n/a -- finishing 2-year term 

6. Secretary   

7. NALA Liaison  Kim Ramirez, C.P. n/a -- finishing 2-year term 

8. Publications   

9. Advertizing   

10. Legal Education Mariann Porter, C.P.  

11. Membership  last year of two-year term is open 

12.  Public Relations Clara Buckland, C.P.  

ñDiscover why some of the richest people in the world are not millionaires, they are volunteers.ò 

                                                                                                     Jobail Barcelona 

mailto:mlarue@windlehood.com
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Treasurerôs Report submitted by Peggy L. Dieter, Treasurer 

 
EL PASO PARALEGAL ASSOCIATION  

TREASURERôS REPORT 
DECEMBER 2011 

General Account 
Cash in bank (12/01/2011) $11,867.29 

Deposits  
11/28 (Adjust 11-10-11 Deposit) $     75.00 
12/19 (Attorney/Paralegal luncheon)   1,350.00 
TOTAL  DEPOSITS $1,425.00 

Expenses 
12/01 (Dov E. Kupfer, Deposit for centerpieces 
            Attorney/Paralegal Luncheon)) $   100.00 
12/12 (Mary LaRue, Reimburse door prizes and 
            Envelopes for presentation of door prizes)      115.57 
12/12 (Meza Tropies & Plaques, Attorney/Paralegal 
            Luncheon)        55.43 
12/13 (Dov E. Kupfer, Balance for centerpieces)    57.50 
12/13 (Mary LaRue, Reimburse door prizes)      175.00 
12/13 (Villa Maria, Charity Donation)   1,000.00 
12/15 (El Paso Club, Attorney/Paralegal Luncheon)   1,344.00 
TOTAL EXPENSES $2,847.50 

Cash in bank (12/19/2011) $10,444.79 
Petty cash on hand          60.00 
TOTAL CASH (12/19/2011) $10,504.79 

Reminder:  Cost of the buffet at the El Paso Club (the ñClubò) is $16 and soup and salad bar is $10.50.  Those having the Soup 
and Salad Bar will be given a placard to be displayed at your table to indicate to the Club that you are having the Soup and Salad 
Bar.  We are on the honor system to only take items from the Soup and Salad Bar if that is our lunch option.  If you choose not 
to eat but drink iced tea you will be charged $2 (water is free).  Even if you choose not to eat, I still need your reservation each 
month for a head count.   

Submitted by Peggy L. Dieter, CP, TBLS, Treasurer 
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2012 El Paso Paralegal Association 

PROPOSED BUDGET 

Regular Account 

 

Estimated Income:   

 Membership Dues 

50 Active @ $40.00 = $2,000.00 

15 Students @ $15.00 = $225.00 

6 Sustaining @ $60.00 = $360.00 

$2,585.00  

 The Writ Advertising      300.00  

 Seminars/Workshops   1,410.00  

 Golf Tournament (18 Teams @ $300/Team)   5,400.00  

 Attorney/Paralegal Luncheon   2,600.00  

 TOTAL ESTIMATED INCOME   $12,295.00 

    

Estimated Expenses:   

 Programs (cost of certificates, gifts and speaker lunches) $   250.00  

 Membership (brochures and office drives)      350.00  

 NALA Dues (due in October)      325.00  

 El Paso Bar Dues (President) (due in Spring)        30.00  

 Conventions: 

 NALA  

 TAPA 

 

  1,000.00 

     800.00 

 

 Seminars/Workshops      200.00  

 Contributions: 

 El Paso Community College (Books) 

 Board Approved Charity 

 

     330.00 

     200.00 

 

 Website Maintenance: 

 Miguel Martinez ($200 due in June 2012) 

 Tiger Technologies (domain @ 19.95/year) (due in Dec 2013) 

 

     200.00 

         0.00 

 

 Attorney/Paralegal Luncheon   2,600.00  

 Decorations, speaker fees, raffles for Attorney/Paralegal Luncheon      500.00  

 P.O. Box Fee (due in March)        60.00  

 Texas Paralegal Day (October)      200.00  

 Student Shadow/Luncheon      100.00  

 El Paso Community College Scholarship   1,000.00  

 Golf Tournament   4,000.00  

 Board Exchange Meeting (Refreshments/Supplies)      150.00  

 TOTAL ESTIMATED EXPENSES   $12,295.00 
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Report from NALA (National Association of Legal Assistants), submitted by Ki m Ramirez, NALA 

Liaison  
 

Benefits of Certification: 
 
Professional certification is a voluntary process, and 

a staple of all professions, paralegals included. 

 

Professionals use certification programs to further 

their career goals and continue to grow in the work 

place. 

 

NALAôs Certified Paralegal program has been 

meeting needs of paralegals and employers for over 

30 years.  Learn more about this and the Advanced 

Paralegal Certification program.  Also, if you are 

already certified, this is your area for information 

related to your credential. 

 

Do you work with paralegals who are NOT 

members of NALA??? NALA Announces Special 

Membership Program! NALA is offering a 

discount off NALA membership dues to 

corporations and firms with over 5 NALA members. 

Good Companies know that employees are their 

most valuable assets, and a significant number of 

companies know that investing in employees who 

are NALA members is good for their balance sheets. 

Employers have seen the wisdom of investing in 

paralegals who show the good judgment and 

initiative to invest In their own professional 

development. To support this effort, NALA offers a 

10% discount off membership dues to employers 

with at least 5 members; 20% discount to employers 

with 6-10 members; and 25% discount for those 

with 11 plus more members. An additional 2% is 

available to government and non-profit (501-c-3) 

employers. Details may be found on the web, under 

ñAbout NALA & Join.ò  
 

 Florida Case Supports Paralegal Fee 

Awards as Attorney Fees  

New Case on paralegal fees from the District Court 

of Appeal of Florida, First District  

See: State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance 

Company v. Edge Family Chiropractic, No. 1D10-

0565, June 25, 2010 

This case again discusses the question of the 

reimbursement of paralegal fees in attorney fee 

awards. The petitioner sought review of a circuit 

court order affirming three county court orders 

awarding a total of $161,195.25 in attorneyôs fees 

and costs in a personal injury protection case. On 

the matter related to paralegal fees, the petitioner 

stated a lower court erred in applying a 

contingency risk multiplier to the paralegal fees 

included in the award. The court addressed only 

this claim in its opinion and stated this was an 

issue of first impression.  

The courtôs opinion cited cases in the United States 

Supreme Court in which NALA filed an amicus 

brief, Missouri v. Jenkins, and Richlin security 

Service Co. v. Chertoff. In both cases, the US 

Supreme Court held that the term ñattorneys feesò 

include paralegal services and that the paralegal 

fees should be reimbursed at market rates. The 

opinion cites how attorney use of paralegals 

encourages cost-effective delivery of legal services 

and reduces the cost of litigation. 

 

  Submitted by: Kim Ramirez, Certified Paralegal, NALA Liaison 
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Submitted by: Kim Ramirez, Certified Paralegal, NALA Liaison  

Applications may be submitted: 

 
 By mail using the form in this booklet, with documentation 

 

 By FAX (9180 582-6772 using the form in this booklet 

 

 On-line at NALAôs website at www.nala.org 

 

If transmitted electronically, applications must be received on or before the 

deadline date. If transmitted by mail, the envelope must be postmarked on or 

before the deadline date. The deadline dates are as follows: 

 

Testing Window Application Filing  

Deadline 

Late Application Filing Deadline 

(With $25 late filing fee) 

September 1-30 
August 1  August 10 

January 1-31 
December 1 December 10 

May 1-31 
April 1 April 10 

 

                                                                                                               

Applications received after the published date for late filing will not be 

accepted for the upcoming test window, but may be accepted for the next 

available window. 

 

Testing Center Appointments ï Through ACT Web Site 
Upon receipt of the candidate test packet, and notification from ACT, all 

examinees who are attending an ACT testing center are urged to make their 

appointments as quickly as possible. Depending on the center location, space is 

limited and if there is a delay in making the appointment, the exact time or date 

requested may not be available. 
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2011 EL PASO PARALEGAL ASSOCIATION OFFICERS 
 

 

 

President:  

 Jessica  Chenausky 
 Volk, Poulos & Coates, LLP 

 EPPA Member since 2008 

 jessica@vpclaw.com  

Secretary:   

 Bernadette Ramos 

 GECU 

 EPPA Member since 1999 

  Bernadette.ramos@gecu-ep.org 

 

 

President Elect:  

 Mary LaRue 

 Windle Hood, LLP 

 EPPA Member since 1992 

 larue@windlehood.com  
 

Treasurer:   

 Peggy L. Dieter, CP, TBLS 

 Kemp Smith, LLP 

 EPPA Member since 1991 

 pdieter@kempsmith.com  

 

 

VP of Programs:  

 Paula Hoover, RP 
 Kemp Smith, LLP 

 EPPA Member since 2010 

 phoover@eplawyers.com  

NALA Liaison:   

 Kim Ramirez, CP 

 Kemp Smith, LLP 

 EPPA Member since  

 kramirez@kempsmith.com 

 

 

VP of Membership:  

 Bonnie Concha 
 Volk, Poulos & Coates, LLP 

 EPPA Member since 

 bonnie@vpclaw.com  
 

Parliamentarian:  

 Tammy Diaz    

 Volk, Poulos & Coates, LLP 

 EPPA Member since 1991 

  tammy@vpclaw.com  

 

 

VP of Publications & VP of Public Relations:  

 Priscilla Roldan 
 Joe A. Spencer Attorney at Law  

 EPPA Member since 2008 

 priscilla@joespencerlaw.com 
 

District 16 Director- Paralegal Division: 

 Linda Gonzales 

 Ray, Valdez, McChristian & Jeans 

 EPPA Member since 1997 

 lgonzales@rvmjfirm.com 

 

 

VP of Advertising  

 Isela DeAnda 

 EPPA Member since 2009 

 deandaisela@yahoo.com  

 

Student Liaison:  

 JoEllen Braymen 

 EPCC  

 EPPA Member since  
 JBRAYMEN@elp.rr.com  

 

 

VP of Legal Education:  

 Cynthia Zamora, CP 

 EPPA Member since 2009 
 cynthiazamora@hotmail.com  

 

Job Bank:  

 Clara Buckland, CP  

 El Paso Electric Co.  

 EPPA Member since 1991 
 Clara.buckland@epelectric.com 

 

mailto:jessica@vpclaw.com
mailto:larue@windlehood.com
mailto:pdieter@kempsmith.com
mailto:phoover@eplawyers.com
mailto:kramirez@kempsmith.com
mailto:bonnie@vpclaw.com
mailto:tammy@vpclaw.com
mailto:priscilla@joespencerlaw.com
mailto:deandaisela@yahoo.com
mailto:JBRAYMEN@elp.rr.com
mailto:cynthiazamora@hotmail.com
mailto:Clara.buckland@epelectric.com
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El Paso Paralegal Association Members 
Member Employer Area of Law   Student Members College 

Aguilar, Laura  Bickerstaff Heath Corporate   Barraza, Edgar EPCC 

Alderete, Joe Kemp Smith   Braymen, Jo Ellen  EPCC 

Baker, Lara Gordon, Davis & Shane Buss. Tax   Brownlee, Angela  EPCC 

Beginski, Heidi Lovett Law Firm PI  Canzoneri, Cathy  EPCC 

Buckland, Clara El Paso Electric Co.  Labor/Employ.  Dominguez, Margie  EPCC 

Calciano, Deidre R.  Mesilla Valley Transportation  Corp./Employ.  Flores, Marie V.  EPCC 

Calderon, Elsa A. Byron Calderon Atty. PI/Employ. Law   Hamway, Rita  EPCC 

Callahan, Carmen Western Refining Corporate   Hernandez, Veronica EPCC 

Camacho, Lynda Scott Hulse Law Firm Probate/RE   Jurado, Marco A.  EPCC 

Caro, Manny JAG Tort Claims   Rios, Jessica Ann EPCC 

Carter, Lee Volk, Poulos & Coates Med Malpractice  Ryde, Susan  EPCC 

Casner, Renee Ray Valdez Civil Litigation   Santillan, Abigail  EPCC 

Chenauksy, Jessica Volk, Poulos & Coates Med Malpractice   Soltero, Veneranda EPCC 

Concha, Bonnie Volk, Poulos & Coates Med Malpractice   Taylor, Rebakah EPCC 

Crafton, Donna Scott Hulse Law Firm Litigation   Torres, Naomi EPCC 

Daniele, Ashley P.  Kemp Smith  Med. Mal    

DeAnda, Isela    Sustaining Members 

Diaz, Tammy Volk, Poulos & Coates Med Malpractice   Altep 

Dieter, Peggy Kemp Smith Estate/Probate  Bank of the West/Joe Sakely  

Duran, Yvette Scherr & Legate PI/Litigation   Express Records  

Elorreaga, Louise Ray Valdez Litigation   Jones Reporting Services  

Garcia, Silvia The Ehrlich Law Firm Corp./RE  Keith & Miller  

Gardea, Lorie Cox Smith Immigration   Remax (Y. Russel) 

Gonzales, Linda Ray, Valdez Litigation     

Hadden, Trisha Kemp Smith Labor/Employ.    

Hoover, Paula Kemp Smith  Civil Litigation     

Jones, Gayle David McClure Family     

Jones, Jessicah Byron Calderon Atty. PI/Employ. Law    

Juarez, Luz E. JAG Criminal     

LaRue, Mary Windle Hood   Litigation     

Lopez, Becky  EP Water Utilities  Government     

Luna, Arnulfo JAG     

Magdaleno, Rachel Kemp Smith Litigation     

Martinez, Elisa Rosalio Munoz Atty. PI/Criminal     

Matthews, Myla F. Gordon, Davis & Shane Corporate     

McClellan, Diane Dos Lunas Corporate     

Moreira, Delia Kemp Smith Labor/Employ.    

Moss, Johnna Scott Hulse Law Firm Litigation     

Olivas, Valerie  Probate Court #1 Probate     

Perea, Melissa  Scherr & Legate  PI/Civil Litig.     

Porter, Mariann Merton B. Gordman Corp./RE    

Ramirez, Kim Kemp Smith Med. Mal/Litig.    

Ramos, Bernadette GECU     

Roldan, Priscilla  Joe Spencer Atty. at Law  Civil/Criminal     

Soto, Pamela Cox Smith Litigation     

Urgate, Margie   Scherr & Legate  PI/Civil Litig.     

Wade, Darrell JAG     

Zamora, Cynthia      

Zappala, Mark  Cox Smith  Immigration     

Zepeda, Raquel  Dos Lunas      
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ACTIVE MEMBERSHIP APP LICATION  
For Membership Year 2012 

EL PASO PARALEGAL ASSOCIATION, INC. 

 

Please attach the appropriate proof of education, qualifications and attorney attestation. 

 

 NAME: _______________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 HOME ADDRESS: _____________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 CITY: _______________________________ STATE: ____________ ZIP CODE: ___________ 

 

 

 HOME NUMBER ______________________________ BIRTHDAY:  (Month/Day)  ________ 

 

  

 EMPLOYER: _________________________________ AREA OF LAW: __________________ 

 

 

 OFFICE ADDRESS: ____________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 CITY: _______________________________ STATE: _______________ ZIP: _____________ 

 

 OFFICE PHONE: __________________________ FAX NUMBER:  _____________________ 

 

 E-MAIL: _____________________________________________________________________ 

 

PREFERRED MAILING ADDRESS: BUSINESS ____________ HOME_____________ 

 

********MEMBERSHIP PERIOD IS JANUARY TO DECEMBER ********  

 

ACTIVE MEMBERSHIP DUES:  $40.00     ($25.00 fee will be assessed on returned checks) 

 

Please make check payable to EPPA and return to the address listed below: 

 

Bonnie Concha 

Vice-President of Membership 

Volk Poulos & Coates, LLP 

5915 Silver Springs, Bldg. 1 

El Paso, Texas 79912 

915-760-5151 

915-760-5252 Fax 

E-mail:  bonnie@vpclaw.com 

mailto:bonnie@vpclaw.com
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EL PASO PARALEGAL ASSOCIATION, INC. 

An Affiliate of the National Association of Legal Assistants 

ATTORNEY EMPLOYER ATTESTATION FORM  

 

To be completed when the applicant meets the following criteria for Active-Membership: 

 

1. Has successfully completed a voluntary specialty certification examination administered by the Texas Board of Legal 

Specialization and currently working under the direct supervision of a duly licensed attorney (see section 4.02 for the 

definition of paralegal); or 

2. Has successfully completed the voluntary certification examination given by the National Association of Legal 

Assistants, Inc., plus one year of employment experience as a paralegal currently working under the direct supervision of 

a duly licensed attorney; or 

3. Has a bachelorôs or higher degree in any field plus one year of employment experience as a paralegal currently working 

under the direct supervision of a duly licensed attorney; or 

4. Has successfully completed ABA approved program of education and training for paralegals plus one year employment 

experience as a paralegal currently working under the direct supervision of a duly licensed attorney; or 

5. Has successfully completed a paralegal program consisting of a minimum of (60) semester hours (or equivalent quarter 

hours) of which fifteen (15) hours are substantive legal courses plus one year of employment experience as a paralegal 

currently working under the direct supervision of a duly licensed attorney; or 

6. Has successfully completed a paralegal program consisting of a minimum of fifteen (15) hours of substantive legal 

courses plus two years of employment experience as a paralegal currently working under the direct supervision of a duly 

licensed attorney; or 

7. Has a minimum of three (3) years of employment experience as a paralegal currently working under the direct 

supervision of a duly licensed attorney; or 

8. Is self-employed on a freelance basis, so long as the applicant is involved in the generation of substantive legal work that 

otherwise would be performed by an attorney. The applicant must be performing such work under the ultimate direction 

and supervision of a duly licensed attorney plus have a minimum of five (5) years employment experience as a paralegal. 

 

ATTESTATION  

 

I hereby attest that _____________________________________________ is employed by me and is recognized as a paralegal as 

defined below. I further attest that applicant has been employed by me since ____________ / ________ (month/year) and is 

recommended for active membership in the El Paso Paralegal Association, Inc. 

 

______________________________________ 

Attorney Signature 

Bar Number: ___________________________ 

Firm name, address and telephone number: 

______________________________________ 

______________________________________ 

______________________________________ 

______________________________________ 

 
4.02 Definition of Paralegal: A legal assistant or paralegal is a person qualified by education, training or work experience who is employed or 

retained by a lawyer, law office, corporation, governmental agency or other entity who performs specifically delegated substantive legal work, 

for which the lawyer is responsible. (Adopted by the ABA in 1997) 

NOTE: Please copy this page if you need multiple attestations to cover the time periods as defined above. 
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INSTRUCTIONS 

 

 

*  All applicants meeting the qualifications of ñ1ò or ñ2ò must submit proof of certification. 

 

*  All applicants meeting the qualifications of ñ3ò must submit proof of completion of a bachelor or higher degree. 

 

*  All applicants meeting the qualifications of ñ4,ò or ñ5,ò or ñ6ò must submit a copy of their transcripts or their 

degree/certificate and school curriculum showing all courses covered. 

 

*  All applicants meeting the qualifications of ñ8ò must submit a current resume. 

 

*  All applicants must submit an employer attestation signed by a supervising attorney.  If applying under section 8, an 

attestation signed by an attorney for whom such paralegal currently performs, or has performed within the previous three month 

period, paralegal services on a contract basis. 

 

 

DECLARATION  

 

 

I, (print or type applicant name) _______________________________________, hereby declare my interest in and 

sympathy with the purposes of the El Paso Paralegal Association, Inc., and hereby promise to comply with the Articles of 

Incorporation, and the Bylaws.  I promise to pay the dues for Active members. I understand this application is subject to formal 

approval by the Membership Committee of the El Paso Paralegal Association, Inc. 

 

 

 

      ____________________________________ 

Signature of applicant 

 

 

____________________________________ 

Date 

 

 

 

NOTICE  

 

UPON APPROVAL OF YOUR APPLICATION, YOU WILL RECEIVE A COPY OF EPPAôS BYLAWS.  PLEASE CONTACT 

US IF YOU WISH TO REVIEW A COPY OF THE BYLAWS BEFORE APPROVAL OF YOUR APPLICATION. 
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ACTIVE MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL APPLICATION  
FOR MEMBERSHIP YEAR 2012 

EL PASO PARALEGAL ASSOCIATION, INC. 

 

 

 NAME:________________________________________________________________ 

  

 HOME ADDRESS:_______________________________________________________ 

 

 CITY: _________________________ STATE: ____________ ZIP CODE: __________ 

 

 HOME TELEPHONE:____________________________________________________ 

 

 EMPLOYER:_________________________________ AREA OF LAW______________ 

 

 OFFICE ADDRESS:______________________________________________________ 

 

 CITY: _________________________ STATE: ____________ ZIP CODE: __________ 

 

 WORK TELEPHONE:______________________ FAX NUMBER:_________________ 

 

 E-MAIL:_______________________________________________________________ 

 

 BIRTHDAY:  (Month/Day)  ______________ YEARS IN LEGAL FIELD:  _______ 

 

 PREFERRED MAILING ADDRESS:    HOME:  __________ OFFICE: _________ 

 

********MEMBERSHIP PERIOD IS JANUARY TO DECEMBER ********  
 

RENEWAL MEMBERSHIP FEE:  $40.00   ($25.00 fee will be assessed on returned checks) 

 

Please make check payable to EPPA and return to the address listed below: 
 

Bonnie Concha 

Vice-President of Membership 

Volk Poulos & Coates, LLP 

5915 Silver Springs, Bldg. 1 

El Paso, Texas 79912 

915-760-5151 

915-760-5252 Fax 

E-mail:  bonnie@vpclaw.com 
 

 

mailto:bonnie@vpclaw.com
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EL PASO PARALEGAL ASSOCIATION, INC. 

An Affiliate of the National Association of Legal Assistants 

ATTORNEY -EMPLOYER ATTESTATION FORM  

 

To be completed when the applicant: 

 

1. Has successfully completed a voluntary specialty certification examination administered by the Texas Board 

of Legal Specialization and currently working under the direct supervision of a duly licensed attorney (see 

section 4.02 for the definition of paralegal); or 

2. Has successfully completed the voluntary certification examination given by the National Association of 

Legal Assistants, Inc., plus one year of employment experience as a paralegal currently working under the 

direct supervision of a duly licensed attorney; or 

3. Has a bachelorôs or higher degree in any field plus one year of employment experience as a paralegal currently 

working under the direct supervision of a duly licensed attorney; or 

4. Has successfully completed ABA approved program of education and training for paralegals plus one year 

employment experience as a paralegal currently working under the direct supervision of a duly licensed 

attorney; or 

5. Has successfully completed a paralegal program consisting of a minimum of (60) semester hours (or 

equivalent quarter hours) of which fifteen (15) hours are substantive legal courses plus one year of 

employment experience as a paralegal currently working under the direct supervision of a duly licensed 

attorney; or 

6. Has successfully completed a paralegal program consisting of a minimum of fifteen (15) hours of substantive 

legal courses plus two years of employment experience as a paralegal currently working under the direct 

supervision of a duly licensed attorney; or 

7. Has a minimum of three (3) years of employment experience as a paralegal currently working under the direct 

supervision of a duly licensed attorney; or 

8. Is self-employed on a freelance basis, so long as the applicant is involved in the generation of substantive legal 

work that otherwise would be performed by an attorney. The applicant must be performing such work under 

the ultimate direction and supervision of a duly licensed attorney plus have a minimum of five (5) years 

employment experience as a paralegal. 

 

ATTESTATION  

 

I hereby attest that _____________________________________________ is employed by me and is recognized as a 

paralegal as defined below. I further attest that applicant has been employed by me since ____________ / ________ 

(month/year) and is recommended for active membership in the El Paso Paralegal Association, Inc. 

 

______________________________________ 

Attorney Signature 

Bar Number: ___________________________ 

Firm name, address and telephone number: 

______________________________________ 

______________________________________ 

______________________________________ 

______________________________________ 
4.02 Definition of Paralegal: A legal assistant or paralegal is a person qualified by education, training or work experience 

who is employed or retained by a lawyer, law office, corporation, governmental agency or other entity who performs specifically 

delegated substantive legal work, for which the lawyer is responsible. (Adopted by the ABA in 1997)  
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STUDENT MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION  
For Membership Year 2012 

EL PASO PARALEGAL ASSOCIATION, INC. 

 

Please attach the appropriate proof of education, qualifications and attestation. 

 

 NAME: _______________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 HOME ADDRESS: _____________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 CITY: _______________________________ STATE: ____________ ZIP CODE: ___________ 

 

 

 HOME NUMBER ______________________________ BIRTHDAY:  (Month/Day)  ________ 

 

 

 E-MAIL: _____________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 SCHOOL ATTENDING:_________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 EXPECTED DATE OF GRADUATION:____________________________________________ 

 

 

 LENGTH OF PARALEGAL TRAINING PROGRAM: ________________________________ 

 

 

 HOURS/SEMESTERS COMPLETED: _____________________________________________ 

 

********MEMBERSHIP PERIOD IS JANUARY TO DECEMBER ********  

 

STUDENT MEMBERSHIP DUES:  $15.00 ($25.00 fee will be assessed on returned checks) 

 

Please make check payable to EPPA and return to the address listed below: 

 

Bonnie Concha 

Vice-President of Membership 

Volk Poulos & Coates, LLP 

5915 Silver Springs, Bldg. 1 

El Paso, Texas 79912 

915-760-5151 

915-760-5252 Fax 

E-mail:  bonnie@vpclaw.com 

 

mailto:bonnie@vpclaw.com
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EL PASO PARALEGAL ASSOCIATION, INC. 

An Affiliate of the National Association of Legal Assistants 

 

 

ATTESTATION FORM  

 

To be completed when the applicant meets the following criteria for Student Membership: 

 

1. Be currently enrolled in an ABA approved program of education and training for paralegals; or 

2. Be currently enrolled in a paralegal program that consists of a minimum of sixty (60) semester hours 

(or equivalent quarter hours) of which fifteen (15) are substantive legal courses; or 

3. Be currently enrolled in a paralegal program that consists of fifteen (15) semester hours of substantive 

legal courses. 

 

 

DECLARATION  

 

 

I, (print or type applicant name) _______________________________________, hereby declare my interest 

in and sympathy with the purposes of the El Paso Paralegal Association, Inc., and hereby promise to adhere to the 

Articles of Incorporation and the Bylaws.  I understand that I will remain a Student Member until I meet the 

qualifications of Associate or Active Membership at which time I may submit application for same.  I promise to pay 

the dues for Student Members.  I understand this application is subject to formal approval by the Membership 

Committee of the El Paso Paralegal Association, Inc. 

 

 

      ____________________________________ 

Signature of applicant 

 

 

       ____________________________________ 

       Date 
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TO BE COMPLETED BY THE PARALEGAL PROGRAM COORDINATOR OR INSTRUCTOR: 

 

 

I HEREBY ATTEST THAT ______________________________________________________ IS A STUDENT 

AND IS CURRENTLY ENROLLED IN THE PARALEGAL PROGRAM AT 

_____________________________________ (name of school). 

 

 

SIGNATURE: _________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

TITLE: _______________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

DATE: _______________________________________________________________________ 
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SUSTAINING MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION  
FOR MEMBERSHIP YEAR 2012 

EL PASO PARALEGAL ASSOCIATION, INC. 

An Affiliate of the National Association of Legal Assistants 
 

 

 NAME: _______________________________________________________________________ 

 

 ADDRESS: ___________________________________________________________________ 

 

 CITY: _______________________________ STATE: ____________ ZIP CODE: ___________ 

 

 TELEPHONE: _________________________________________________________________ 

 

 E-MAIL: _____________________________________________________________________ 

 

 As a Sustaining Member, I/we hereby declare our interest in and sympathy with the purposes of the El Paso Paralegal 

Association, Inc., and hereby pledge our support.  I/we promise to pay the dues for Sustaining members.  I/we understand this 

application is subject to formal approval by the Membership Committee of the El Paso Paralegal Association, Inc. 

********MEMBERSHIP PERIOD IS JANUARY TO DECEMBER ********  

 
MEMBERSHIP FEE:  $60.00   ($25.00 fee will be assessed on returned checks) 

 

Please make check payable to EPPA and submit this form to the address listed below: 
 

Bonnie Concha 

Vice-President of Membership 

Volk Poulos & Coates, LLP 

5915 Silver Springs, Bldg. 1 

El Paso, Texas 79912 

915-760-5151 

915-760-5252 Fax 

E-mail:  bonnie@vpclaw.com 
 

       

Sustaining Membership.  Any natural person, corporation, partnership, association, trust or other entity or organization 

may be a Sustaining Member of the Corporation so long as the party considered for sustaining membership endorses the purposes 

of the Corporation as set forth in Article IV of the Articles of Incorporation.  Each application for sustaining membership shall be 

considered and acted upon pursuant to the procedures set forth in section 9.01 of these Bylaws.  Sustaining Members shall not be 

considered ñmembersò as that term is defined in the Texas Non-Profit Corporation Act and shall have only those rights and 

obligations that are specifically set forth in these Bylaws.  Sustaining Members shall not be entitled to vote on any matters 

presented to the members by the Board of Directors.  Sustaining membership shall not confer any property rights in the 

Corporation to the Sustaining Member. 

 

mailto:bonnie@vpclaw.com
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Membership Update  
Benefits of Membership in the El Paso Paralegal Association include:  

V Receipt of the monthly issue of the Writ 

 

V Free Accredited CLE at monthly meetings  

 

V Continuing Legal Education seminars on various topics  

 

V Mentor program  

 

V CLA Study Group  

 

V Job Bank 

 

V Motivation  

 

V Networking with other Paralegals in El Paso  

 

V Professional growth through participations  

 

V Survey  

 

V Communication and promotion of professional conduct and responsibility 

 

V Continued individual and professional growth as a paralegal  

 

V Fulfillment that is received from being involved in the direction of the paralegal profession  

 

V Website: www.elppa.org  
 

Contact Bonnie Concha at bonnie@vpclaw.com to become a member!  
 

 
Need a New Job?  The EPPA Job Bank currently has several job opportunities.  Please contact Clara 

Buckland for details at clara.buckland@epelectric.com . 
 

http://www.elppa.org/
mailto:bonnie@vpclaw.com
mailto:clara.buckland@epelectric.com
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Order your EPPA Gear Today! 

 

- Orders will be taken at the end of each month. 

- Only the exact number of shirts and/or caps ordered in advance will be purchased. 

- There is an additional charge for sizes 2XL and up 

- Caps are only available in white and one size fits all. 

- All embroidery will be in black 

 

For more information, please contact Isela De Anda at deandaisela@yahoo.com  

 

 

NAME  _________________________________________________________________ 

 

EMAIL  ____________________________________ PHONE NUMBER  ______________ 

 
SHIRT COLOR SELECTION     PRICES 
(color representation is not exact)                                                            (prices include tax) 

 

 

Polo Shirts (XS-XL)   $21.70 

Polo Shirts (2XL) $23.87 

Polo Shirts (3XL) $26.03 

Polo Shirts (4XL)  $28.20 

                    Caps                                   $10.66 

 

POLO SHIRTS 
SIZE COLOR QTY UNIT COST ITEM TOTAL  

     

     

     

 

CAPS 

O/S WHITE  $10.66  

 

                 TOTAL  _____________ 

Send your complete order form and check: 

Payable to EPPA 

ATTN: Isela De Anda, VP of Advertising  

PO Box 6 

El Paso, TX 79940              There will be a $25.00 fee for any returned checks 

mailto:deandaisela@yahoo.com
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ADVERTISEMENT IN THE WRIT FEES:  ( 1 year from date ad is first published on ñThe Writò) 

 

*Website link on the EPPA website included with any ad purchase. 

 

                                    *Business Card:      $30.00 

   *1/4 page   $40.00 

   *1/2 page   $75.00 

   *Full Page   $150.00 

!!ALL DONATIONS ARE GREATLY APPRECIATED!! 
 

COMPANY NAME: 

 

 

Company Website address: 

 

 

Address and e-mail 

 

 

Phone Number: 

 

 

Ad size: 

 

 

Payment Type and amount: 

 

 

May we contact you for 

donations or door prizes: 

 

 

Contact Name: 

 

 

E-Mail sheet to:  deandaisela@yahoo.com  

PAYABLE TO:  El Paso Paralegal Association 
MAIL  CHECK TO:  ATTN: Isela DeAnda   

   PO Box 6 

           El Paso TX 77940  There will be a $25.00 fee for any returned checks
   

mailto:deandaisela@yahoo.com
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Advertisement Corner 
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