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By Tammy  Diaz 
Message  from  the  President  

Independence  Day,  the  4th  of  July 

Thomas Jefferson, is the author of the Declaration of Independence. He 
led a committee that crafted the declaration between June 11-28, 1776. 
Jefferson and other discontented representatives from the thirteen 
colonies, voted and approved it on July 4, 1776. The document declared 
freedom for the 13 colonies from British rule. It currently resides in the 
Exhibition Hall of the National Archive in Washington, D.C.  

Did you know? The Declaration of Independence was not signed by all 
representatives until August, 1776. To make it official, John Hancock, 
President of the Continental Congress signed it. Now, can anyone guess 
where the saying “put  your John Hancock on it” came from!?!   

Today, we enjoy the benefits of the freedom which the framers signed and 
ultimately fought for. For us, it is a time for baseball, hot dogs and family 
picnics. Summer is in full swing and life is good.  

Fourth of July is not complete without parades and fireworks. Fireworks 
are enjoyed by almost everyone, but should be handled with plenty of 
care.  Hope you all have a safe and fun Fourth of July!!!   

 

Happy  Birthday,  America!!!!!   
 

HAPPY INDEPENDENCE DAY 
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2010 EPPA Officers  

Thursday / July 15, 2010 
El Paso Club  
12:00 – 1:00 p.m.  

(Optional  Buffet:  $15 /  Salad  Bar: ($10.50) 
 

Monthly  Meeting  Reminder:  

Mr. Williams, a  Texas native,  was born  in Houston,  is married  to  Ruth Garcia -
Ybarra  William s and  they  have  three  adult  children.   He attended  High School  in
Germany  and  El Paso, where  he  garnered  many  honors.   He continued  to  
receive  recognition  for his numerous  and  varied  accomplishments  throughout  
his college  attendance  at  the  United  States Military  Academy  at  West Point  
(1969), University of  Texas at  El Paso, BA, Political  Science,  El Paso, Texas (1973), 
and   the  University of  Texas at  Austin  School  of  Law,  Austin, Texas (1975).  His 
professional  employment  includes  the  following:  Assistant Co unty  Attorney,  
Travis County,  Austin, Texas, 1975-76, U.S. Army  JAGC,  1977-83, Regular  Army  
Commission,  1980, Honorable  Discharge,  1983, Officer -in-Charge  of  Gelnhausen  
Legal  Center,  Germany  1978-1980, Senior Defense  Counsel,  Fort Bliss, Texas, 
1980-83, Instructor,  University of  Maryland  (European  Division), Paralegal  
Program,  1979-80, Instructor,  Legal  Assistant Division, El Paso Community  
College,  1986-1992 ,  Associate  Municipal  Court  Judge  El Paso, Texas, 1992-95, 
Criminal  Law Magistrate,  El Paso County , Texas, 1995,  Family Court  Judge,  El 
Paso County,  Texas, 1995-99, Visiting Associate  Family  Court  Judge,  65th District  
Court,  2006-2008, Visiting Associate  Family  Court  Judge,  171st District Court,  
Current,  Advanced  Family  Law Mediator,  1994-Current,  Solo-Practitioner,  Law 
Offices  of  Donald  L. Williams, 1983, Current.   Mr. Williams’  has extensive  
additional  professional  and  community  service  activities  including  serving  in 
numerous  volunteer  positions  and  he  is also often  bestowed  awards  for  his 
efforts .  He has authored  several  articles  in various  publications.   He often  
participates  at  community  speaking  engagements  and  is very  active  in local  
and  state  politics.  

Donald  Leon Williams  
"Texas Family Law 

in the Military Combat Zone." 
Chase  Bank Building  

2829 Montana  Ave.,  Suite 204 
El Paso, Texas 79903 

(915) 564-5559 Office  
(915) 562-1224 Fax 
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" Thank you for responding to my request for RSVPs. The head count 
for the June 17, 2010, meeting was much closer to our actual 
attendance. Keep up the good work. I look forward to seeing you at 
our July 15, 2010, meeting."  
 
 

Treasurer’s  Report   
Submitted by:  Peggy  L. Dieter,  Treasurer  

 

 
General Account 
 

Cash in bank (06/01/2010) $2,988.94 
Deposits  

06/02 (Membership and cookie sales)    41.00 
06/21 (June Luncheon)       432.00 
06/21 (Mystery Gift and cookie sales)        63.00 
06/21 (Membership/Andritsos Gift)      140.00 
TOTAL  DEPOSITS $   676.00 

 
Expenses 

06/17 El Paso Club (June Luncheon) $    398.21 
TOTAL  EXPENSES $    398.21 

 
Cash in bank (06/30/2010) $3,266.73 
Petty cash on hand        60.00 
TOTAL  CASH (06/30/2010) $3,326.73 

 
 

Submitted by Peggy Dieter, Treasurer 
 

 
EL PASO PARALEGAL  ASSOCIATION 

TREASURER’S  REPORT  
June  2010 
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Report  from  the  Secretary  
Submitted by:  Isela De Anda,  Secretary  

The General Meeting of the El Paso Paralegal Association (the “Association”)  was duly called and convened at 12:00 p.m. on the
17th day of June, 2010, at the El Paso Club.   
 
President,  Tammy  Diaz - Welcoming  of  Guests  and Board  Members  - President Tammy Diaz presided over the meeting,
welcomed new visitors and members to the general meeting.  She also passed out name tags and indicated that everyone please
leave them in a box at the Treasurer’s  table on their way out.  
 
Motion  Number  1:  President Tammy Diaz asked for a motion to approve the General Meeting Minutes of May 20, 2010. A motion
was made and seconded.  The motion carried and the General Meeting Minutes were approved. 
 
President,  Tammy  Diaz - Announcements   - President Tammy Diaz wished all of June birthdays a Happy Birthday.  She also
announced that Priscilla Roldan had brought in a mystery gift for today’s  raffle and home-baked cupcakes which are being sold at
the Treasurer’s  table for $1.00 a piece. All proceeds will be donated to The Reynolds House charity. President Diaz informed that
membership packets for Luz Juarez and Clara Limon will be mailed out to them, and that George Andritsos was running a little
behind schedule.  Since the speaker was running late, President Diaz went ahead and conducted old business with the Board
members while they waited for George Andritsos to arrive.   
 
VP of  Programs/Nala  Liais on,  Rachel  Magdaleno  - Next  Month’s  Luncheon  Speaker  - Rachel Magdaleno announced that next
month’s  speaker will be Don Williams who will speak on Family Law.   
  
VP Publications,  Tamara Greaves  - Member  of  the Month  Nominations  - Tamara Greaves urged all members to please e-mail
her the nominations for member of the month, as they will be posted in The Writ . 
 
Parliamentarian,  Clara Buckland  - Introduction  of  New District  16 Director/Paralegal  Division  - Clara Buckland introduced
and congratulated Linda Gonzales who is now the new District 16 Director, as well as announced that she had placed flyers for
TAP’s  on the Treasurers table.  Linda Gonzales thanked everyone at the meeting and announced that there were two committee
member positions open for the Paralegal Division. Any interested parties should contact her.  
 
VP Continuing  Legal  Education,  Kim  Ramirez  - Fall  Seminar  Announcement  - Kim Ramirez announced that this fall’s  seminar
will be held September 16th, 2010.  Anyone interested in helping should contact her. 
 
VP of  Programs/Nala  Liaison,  Rachel  Magdaleno  - Introduction  of  this  Month’s  Speaker  and Certificate  Presentation  -
Rachel Magdaleno presented George Andritsos who spoke on “Making  Yourself Marketable in the Employment Law Practice”.
After Mr. Andritsos finished speaking, Rachel presented him with a Certificate of Appreciation for taking time out of his busy
schedule to speak to the paralegals.  George Andritsos also donated a door prize and encouraged all members and visitors to ask
questions.  He also announced that for those that would ask more than one question, they would receive an additional raffle ticket.  
 
Raffle  Winners  - President Tammy Diaz was the winner of the door prize donated by George Andritsos, which was a Pandora
bracelet.  Manny Caro won the Mystery door prize which was a Coffee Mug set donated by Priscilla Roldan.  All proceeds from the
raffle will benefit The Reynolds House charity.  After the raffle, George Andritsos handed President Tammy Diaz a $100.00 check
donation for the El Paso Paralegal Association. 
 
President,  Tammy  Diaz - Final  Announcements  - Tammy Diaz thanked all new visitors and members for attending the meeting
and gave a special recognition to George Andritsos for speaking, and for his generous donations. 
 
There being no further business, the meeting adjourned. 
 

El Paso Paralegal  Association  
General  Meeting  Minutes  
June  17, 2010 
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COME ONE – COME ALL 
 

To the Monthly General Meeting of the 
El Paso Paralegal Association. 

 
•  Not only do you have the opportunity to hear a 

fantastic speaker enlighten you on important and 
relevant topics, but you also get CLE and lunch. 

 
•  It’s also a great chance to network and get to know 

other members of the legal profession in the area. 
 
•  There is always an opportunity to participate in the 

mystery gift and door prize drawings and 
 
•  There will be treats available for your culinary 

enjoyment with all proceeds going to support The 
Reynolds House. 

 
So don’t delay.  Call or email your R.S.V.P. now! 
Looking forward to seeing you there. 
Remember to pick up your nametag when you sign in. 
 
A big THANK  YOU to George Andritsos and 

all our generous supporters for the wonderful 
door prize donations. 

 

THANK YOU – THANK YOU – THANK YOU 
 

The  submission  DEADLINE  
for  items  to  be  included  in  The  Writ  

is  the  last  Thurdsay  of  the  month  
before  the  requested  month  of  publication.  
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Report  from  NALA (The National  Association  of Legal  Assistants)  
                                 

Submitted by:   Rachel  Magdaleno,  Board  Certified  Paralegal,  Personal  Injury  Trial  Law,  
Texas Board  of  Legal  Specialization,   NALA Liaison  

Benefits of Certification: 
Professional  certification  is a voluntary  process,  and  a 
staple  of  all  professions,  paralegals  inc luded.   
 
Professionals  use  certification  programs  to  further  their  
career  goals  and  continue  to  grow  in  the  work  place.   
 
NALA's  Certified  Paralegal  program  has  been  meeting  
needs  of  paralegals  and  employers  for  over  30  years.  
Learn  more  about  this  and  the  Advanced  Paralegal  
Certification  program.  Also,  if  you  are  already  certified,  
this  is your  area  for  information  related  to  your  credential.    
 
See below  for  deadlines  and  courses  to  help  you.  
 
 
 

Upcoming  Deadlines  &  Courses  
July  

23 - 24  CP Exam  
 

 

 

   

 
 

Exam date:   
July 23-24, 2010  

  




