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Secretary 
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Office of General Counsel 
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VP Continuing Education 
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VP Membership   
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Renee Casner 
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Areas of Practice:   

Medical/Pharmaceutical Malpractice, Professional Malpractice, 
Transportation, Commercial Litigation, Toxic Tort and 

Environmental Law 
 

Education:   
Bachelor of Arts Degree, University of Kansas (1970) 
Doctor of Jurisprudence, University of Kansas, (1978) 

 
Law School Honors and Distinctions: 

1977 Champion, National Collegiate Debate Competition, 1977 
Champion, Philip C. Jessup International Moot Court Competition, 

University of Kansas Law School Law Review 
 
 

Professional Memberships and Activities: 
State Bar of Texas, El Paso County Bar Association, Federal Bar 

Association, American Bar Association, Defense Research 
Institute, American Board of Trial Advocates, National 

Association of Railroad Trial Counsel, Texas Association of 
Defense Counsel�
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David S. Jeans 
Attorney 

 Ray, Valdez, McChristian & 
Jeans. 
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Submitted by:  Ruby J. Zuniga, Treasurer  
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Submitted by:  Cathy Olivas, Secretary  
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Submitted by:  Clara L. Buckland, CP,  District 16 Director & Secr etary 
                                       Paralegal Di vision of the State Bar of Texas 

 

�
  �

 Paralegal Division Luncheon and Annual Meeting �
 Friday, June 26, 2009 

Anatole Hotel - Dallas, TX 
11:30 am - 1:15 pm 

Keynote Speaker:  Brad Westmoreland, Stacy & Conder, LLP, Dallas 
 

As Parrots are to Eagles, so are Lawyers to Paralegals 

State Bar of Texas Annual Meeting Registration 

 
Registration is a fixed price of $150 for a one-day registration or $245 for both days.  

To view the State Bar Annual Meeting brochure, please click here.  The registration fee 
includes all CLE materials on a flash drive, State Bar of Texas sponsored meals 
(Paralegal Division Luncheon at an additional fee of $30), entrance into all CLE 

presentations, and entrance into Exhibit Hall.  Please view the entire program of the 
Paralegal Division-sponsored CLE events.  To register for this seminar, please go to 

www.texasbar.com/annualmeeting. 
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Submitted by:  Mary LaRue, CP,  NALA Liaison 
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The National Association of Legal Assistants, Inc., is a 
member-driven association. It is only as strong as its members 
and only as active as these members are involved in their 
profession and professional association. Individual members 
join NALA for a variety of reasons. Primary among these 
reasons is the opportunity for involvement in a number of 
activities that speak to their individual concerns as a 
professional. These activities include NALA's efforts in the 
following areas: 

*Recognition of the legal assistant profession     
*Identification of those within the profession  
*Establishment of professional standards                
*Research of the growth and development of the                     
profession through bi-annual surveys                 
*Involvement in professional issues including tracking state 
legislative activities and becoming involved in cases  
affecting the legal assistant career field                                       
*Access to cutting-edge CLE programs designed specifically 
for paralegals  

In addition to NALA's involvement in professional issues, 
membership in the association provides many tangible benefits 
including:�

 Access to NALA NET, the profession's only on-line 
networking service for accurate and up to date 
reporting of case law, legislative activities, and bar 
association activities (For an example of the 
information on NALA NET, visit the News & 
Information page.). NALA NET also offers a 
membership bulletin board and electronic mail to 
enhance member communications. 
   

 Subscription to FACTS & FINDINGS, NALA's 
quarterly journal featuring how-to educational 
articles for legal assistants. 
   

 Annual Career Chronicle, serving as the profession's 
annual report, this "year-in-review" publication 
highlights significant developments and research 
findings affecting the legal assistant career field. 
   

 Participation in specially designed continuing 
education programs at reduced rates, including on-
line seminars at NALA Campus. 
���

 Participation in NALA Annual Membership Forum 
and Annual Membership Meeting at no cost.  

NALA prospers because of the involvement of its membership 
and contributions of its volunteers. 

   

�

Filing date for next 
exam is:  

 
May 15, 2009 

May 30th   
(late application fee) 

 
Exam date:   

July 24-25 2009  
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Benefits of membership in the El Paso 
Paralegal Association include: 

HHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHH 
·  Receipt of the monthly issue of The Writ 
·  Free Accredited CLE at monthly meetings 
·  Continuing Legal Education seminars on various 

topics 
·  Mentor program 
·  CLA Study Group 
·  Job Bank 
·  Motivation 
·  Networking with other paralegals in El Paso 
·  Professional growth through participation 
·  Survey 
·  Communication and promotion of professional 

conduct and responsibility 
·  Continued individual and professional growth as 

paralegal 
·  Fulfillment that is received from being involved in the 

direction of the paralegal profession 
·  Web site:  www.elppa.org 
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Need a new job?  
The EPPA Job Bank currently has several job 
opporturnities. Please contact Tammy Diaz for 
details!  760-5151 or  tammy@vpclaw.com 
�
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Let me start by saying that my mother is my inspiration.  For as long as I can recall my mother has 
worked as a paralegal, and I remember at a very young age, being exposed to the legal profession and 

thinking “that is what I want to do when grow up”.  A few months after I graduated from High School I 
was given the opportunity to enter the legal field by Eduardo and Joseph Vasquez.  I started out with them 
as their receptionist and then after six months moved into a new office with Joe Vasquez and took over as 
his legal secretary.   After another year went by, I began working for Paul Grajeda and stayed with him for 
the next five and a half years.  With the benefit of Mr. Grajeda’s training and supervision I learned quite a 

bit about the procedural portion of the law and during my time with him I started and completed my 
Associates of Applied Science in Paralegal Studies at El Paso Community College.  After I graduated, Mr. 

Grajeda encouraged me to move on in my career, which is when I obtained my current position with 
Kemp Smith LLP in the commercial litigation division.  I remain employed at Kemp Smith LLP and 

thoroughly enjoy the work I do and the people I work with. 
 

I recently married my high school sweetheart, Philip, and could not be happier.  We have an 11 
year old son, Joey, and look forward to adding another child to our family in the next few years.  I truly 
enjoy spending as much time with my two men as I possibly can and we hope to do some traveling this 

summer and always look forward to the new adventures in life! 
 

�

�

Ruby J. Zuniga 
Litigation Paralegal 

Kemp Smith Law Firm �

�
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Room Rates:  $179 Single or Double, $20 for an additional person, plus applicable state and local taxes 
(about $13%). Dates for discounted rate are July 5-11, subject to availability at time of the reservation. 
Reserve a room by calling 1-800-westin-1 or 619-239-2200;. 
 
Cut off Date: for room reservations is June 5, 2009. Reservations made after June 5, 2009 are subject the 
hotel's prevailing rate. A deposit equal to one night's room and lodging is required. There is an early 
departure fee if a guest checks out earlier than the reservation states. Guests are advised to double check 
length of stay when checking in.  

For information about San Diego, please visit the web site of the San Diego Convention and Visitors 
Bureau.  Details about the educational program will appear here as they become available. 

2009 Annual Convention Educational sessions are  
slated to  include: 

��������	�%�
����������	��
����
�����
�����������������

Educational Tracks: 
Entertainment/Sports/Branding 
Family Law                                    
Hot Topics: 
    Maritime/Admiralty 
    Energy/Environmental  
    Immigration  

Essential Skills: a condensed version of the CLA/CP Short Course 
for persons preparing for the CP Exam, and those teaching review 
programs for their associations. 


�������������������������������
���������������������������������
������	 !����"	!!��#�#�����������#�
�
$�������������� ���%���������&������
��%�'������������������������������
���������������%#��

Tracks sessions are different each day, 
all related to the general subject 
matter. 

 
 

�	
����	������ �
 �



�

�

"#$%��&� ���������

�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�

�
�
�
�
�
 
 
 
�
�   
 
�

�

�
������������ � ��� 	
��
�

��		
���
����
���

�

������
!���"#	�� �

�

�



�

�

"#$%�������������

�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�

�

�

Advertisement Rates: 
EPPA Membership: $60.00 (Business Card ad included) 

Advertisement in the Writ fees (1 year (Jan. - Dec.) 
 

* Business card: $15.00 
*1/4 page  $30.00 
*1/2 page  $60.00 
*Full page  $100.00�

�
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Submitted by:  Lynda Camacho, CP 
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Paralegals investigating witnesses, plaintiffs or defendants for trial often review medical 
records, financial documents, school records and employment history.  Now, add to those 
avenues, social networking. 

According to an article in Legal Intelligencer, it is now standard operating procedure for 
paralegals to include checking a person's page on MySpace, FaceBook, Twitter and other 
social sites to investigate personal injury claims.  Written by Christine Flynn, a 
Philadelphia paralegal with more than 20 years experience, the article addresses the 
usefulness of information posted to these social networking sites.  These postings often 
include personal background information, photographs, videos, blogs, hobbies and e-mails. 
The screening of profiles by paralegals opens various doors with respect to the locations or 
day-to-day activities of plaintiffs, defendants or witnesses. For example, perhaps a plaintiff 
in a litigation claim is alleging ongoing injuries resulting in pain and restriction of daily 
activities. A paralegal, following review of the appropriate guidelines and laws with 
respect to obtaining records from social networking sites, issues a request for information. 
This discovery request reveals that although the plaintiff is alleging the inability to 
complete certain activities, he is, in fact, playing baseball and working for a moving 
company. This information is confirmed by various photographs the plaintiff has posted on 
his Web page. 

 "For example, perhaps a plaintiff in a litigation claim is alleging ongoing injuries resulting 
in pain and restriction of daily activities," writes Flynn.  "A paralegal, following review of 
the appropriate guidelines and laws with respect to obtaining records from social 
networking sites, issues a request for information. This discovery request reveals that 
although the plaintiff is alleging the inability to complete certain activities, he is, in fact, 
playing baseball and working for a moving company. This information is confirmed by 
various photographs the plaintiff has posted on his Web page." 

It's no surprise that this information can change the course of the litigation. 

�
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(Continue from page 13) 

Because of privacy policies, requests for information concerning user profiles must be 
submitted with proper legal service.  Flynn suggests that when issuing a request for 
information contained on a social networking page, a paralegal should include the 
following information:  

 

• complete contact information of requesting party;  

• full name, birth date and address for the individual from whom you 
are   seeking the profile;  

• e-mail address of the user;  

• user ID or Group ID number;  

• period of activity.  

 

Generally, with a valid subpoena, the agency will provide basic subscriber information and 
IP logs for a user account. Any additional information will require the consent of the 
account owner. For more information regarding privacy and subpoenas, please click on the 
link above. 

As Flynn points out, "The role of social and professional networking sites has opened up 
yet another door in the field of electronic discovery. As courts continue to wrestle with 
cases involving social networking discovery issues, it is expected that this largely 
uncharted area will continue to grow.  

It is also expected that expert testimony will be required in the future with respect to issues 
including management of social networking sites and a user's right to privacy, as well as 
authentication of Web pages. In the meantime, however, paralegals need to be mindful of 
the existence of this discovery tool with respect to the evaluation of a case.  

That said, paralegals should not lose sight of the laws, rules and regulations with respect to 
the proper subpoena and use of this information during the course of discovery and trial of 
a case." 

Reprinted with permission from KNOW, The Magazine for Paralegals (www.knowparalegal.com) 
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EPPA Board Needs You! 
 

Parliamentarian Needed! 
 

Official description: 
 

A parliamentarian is a consultant who advises the 
presiding officer and other officers, committees, and 

members on matters of parliamentary procedure.  
Parliamentarians are frequently used to assist with 

procedure during conventions and board meetings.  Such 
advisors often turn long, difficult meetings into short, 

painless ones. 
 

EPPA duties: 
1. Advises board on matters of parliamentary    

procedure. 
2. Is the Chair of the Election Committee. 
3. Is a member of the board & attends board mtgs. 
4.Keeps general mtgs on agenda. 

 
If you are interested, please contact Laura Mendez, 

President 533-4424 or email at  
LMendez@kempsmith.com 
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CLA Study Group 
�
A study group for the NALA CP exam is forming.  
Anyone interested in joining, please call Gloria at 

544-0100     
If anyone is interested in selling their study 

materials to call Gloria and other members, please 
let her know as well.  

�

�

Spring Silver Jewelry Sale 
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